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FOREWORD 


It has been my plan for many years to have published a 
history of the Ferguson Family, particularly that branch 
growing from James Wiley and Mary Elizabeth Jones 
Ferguson, my parents. 


I want to thank the many who have cooperated, but hesi- 
tate to name anyone for fear someone may be overlooked. 
It is my sincere wish that the history may be both useful 
and enjoyable. 


The sponsorship of this Ferguson History has indeed 
been a pleasure to me. I hope you like it. 


—Jim G. Ferguson. 








PERGUSON CLAN 


Clansmen’s Crest: The lion rampant crowned with an 
antique crown, issuing from an an- 
tique crown, brandishing in his dext- 
er paw a broadsword. 


Motto or War Cry: Clann Fhearghuis gu brath (Clan 


Ferguson for ever). 
Gaelic Name: Mac Fhearghuis. 
Plant Badge of the Clan: (Strachur) Giuthas (Pine 


Tree); (Dunfallandy) Crithean 
(Poplar). 











FERGUSON CLAN 


Clansmen’s Crest: The lion rampant crowned with an 
antique crown, issuing from an an- 
tique crown, brandishing in his dext- 
er paw a broadsword. 


Motto or War Cry: Clann Fhearghuis gu brath (Clan 
Ferguson for ever). : 


Gaelic Name: Mac Fhearghuis. 
Plant Badge of the Clan: (Strachur) Giuthas (Pine 


Tree); (Dunfallandy) Crithean 
(Poplar). 


James Wiley Ferguson — born May 6, 1842 — died July 
24, 1913. Married November 17, 1866 to... 


Mary Elizabeth Jones — born June 16, 1844 — died 


August 1, 1915. 
| William Zachary Ferguson — born December 19, 
1867 — died April 24, 1941. 


Martha Moxena Ferguson — born November 15, 
1870 — died December 21, 1957. 


Sara Jane Ferguson — born October 23, 1872 — 
died August 23, 1901. 


Andrew Jackson Ferguson — Born February 1, 1875- 
Ebed Riley Ferguson — born April 13, 1877 - 
Zebulon. Vance Ferguson — born June 26, 1879 - 


Thomas Edney Ferguson — born May 4, 1882 — 
died March 3, 1883. 


James Garland Ferguson — born February 26, 1885 - 
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THE STORY OF JAMES WILEY FERGUSON AND 
MARY ELIZABETH JONES FERGUSON 


Written by James E. Brown 


James Wiley Ferguson, my Grandpa, and my Grand- 
mother, Mary Elizabeth Ferguson, nee Jones, were both 
born and reared on farms near Waynesville in what is now 
Haywood County, North Carolina. Grandpa was born May 
6, 1842, and Grandmother on June 16, 1844. They grew 
up to maturity during the reign of slavery just prior to the 
Civil War. After the harrowing experiences of the war, and 
during the strife-torn times that tested the soul of man, on 
November 17, 1866, they were joined in marriage, and 
migrated to the then primitive State of Arkansas. 


As was usual with the times they began married life with 
practically nothing of material value. However, with a very 
determined ambition, and a deep, unshakable faith in God 
they started on their difficult and arduous trek across the 
Smoky Mountains. What lay beyond they could only guess. 
They found more than an abundance of adventure, danger, 
hardship and privation. Also sickness in the malarial sec- 
tions. However, they pressed on and overcame all obstacles, 
achieving a complete success as can be attested to by all who 
knew them when they lay down their burdens at the close 
of life. 

What a setting for a story! Romantic back to the days of 
Annie Laurie in the wild land of Scotland. It is not our pur- 
pose to tell a romantic story, but rather our aim to tell in 
factual form a true story of the ancestry and lives of this 
great couple in order that it may not be lost to the descend- 
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ants of the family. We hope it may interest those who read 
it. 

The ancestry of the Fergusons dates back to early Scot- 
land. It is thrilling indeed to realize that one of my grand- 
mothers, Annie Laurie, was so famous for her charm and 
beauty that, almost a century after her death, Lady Scott 
found inspiration to revise the beautiful and much loved 
song, titled Annie Laurie. 

For our authority we are quoting from the records that 
have been made of the Ferguson Family back to the Wild 
Scottish lands in the days of James Ferguson. 

“Bonnie Scotland and the love-dream of famous Annie 
Laurie serve to introduce the dramatic beginning of the 
House of Ferguson. Poetic and magnetic is the lay of the 
minstrel that pictures the Scottish maid, Annie Laurie, the 
fascinating Queen of Hearts in the days of the clan and 
feud in the lands of ancient Caledonia. 

“Annie Laurie became the bride of James Ferguson, 
young leader of the Clan Fergus, whose septs are variously 
given as Fergus-Ferries, MacAdie-MacFergus, and MacKer- 
ras-MacKersey, in the ancient nomenclature of the high- 
land Scotch. 

‘So the Scottish lass and the highland chieftian became 
bride and groom in the days of auld lang syne. That was in 
1709. 

“But the scene shifts from Maxwelton House, where 
Annie Laurie was born and where she was married. Her 
matronly days were spent at Craig-darroch House, a short 
distance away among the holdings of the clan Fergus. There 
John Ferguson, son of Annie Laurie and James Ferguson, 
spent the first part of his life after he married Margaret 
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Douglas, the daughter of a Sco:tish noble. 


“The next scene is in the north of Ireland, where a part 
of the Clan Fergus is discovered established in the County 
Tyrone. Andrew Ferguson, a son of John and Margaret 
Ferguson, had doubtless gone to Ireland to claim an ancient 
estate of the Fergusons in that quarter of the British Em- 
pire. At any rate, he settled there and married Mary Fitz- 
patrick, a beautiful Irish girl, and started the Scotch-Irish 
branch of the family. Their son, William, having reached 
man’s estate, decided to seek his fortune in the New World. 

“It was, therefore, as we look back through historical 
changes, a step from the romance among the Scottish hills 
and the sojourn in Ireland to the stern realities of the Amer- 
ican forests, valleys, and mountains. The Clan Fergus was 
numerous in Scotland and in the north of Ireland, but a- 
bout 1720 a tide of emigration from the British Isles began 
co flow into America, and hundreds of the Fergusons along 
with others of other clans left the homeland to find a place 
of greater freedom and safety in the new land across the sea. 

“William Ferguson was one of that ever increasing band 
of adventurers that set out upon that rising tide of the ocean 
wave, Westward, Ho! and later found himself in these wild 
lands, as fate would have it. Somewhere in these wild lands 
he met Eleanor White, who became his wife. Still adven- 
turing, two of them now, William and Eleanor White Fer- 
guson, drifted to South Carolina and settled near Kings 
Mountain about 1763. There a son, Robert, or Robin, was 
born. They must have lingered in this, their first American 
home, more than twenty years, for we hear of Robin’s be- 
ing at the Battle of Kings Mountain when about sixteen 
years of age, relieving the distress of the wounded soldiers 
by quenching their thirst with the pure mountain water 
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which he brought from a spring near by. 

“Perhaps William Ferguson died there, for we hear of 
him no more, nor of Eleanor White Ferguson. But the boy, 
Robin, had now become a man and met and married Frances 
Love, who had come from her native land, Ireland, a few 
years after Robin had played the part of the Good Samari- 
tan at Kings Mountain. There is a legend about Frances 
Love, that will perhaps add interest to the story. 


‘Frances Love was twelve years old when she left Ireland 
with her parents bound for America. On the way over, 2 
terrible storm arose and their ship was driven southward to 
the Island of Jamaica. It was so hot there that the pitch with 
which the boat was put together began to melt. The wind 
soon changed and the light craft was driven north and 
landed, after a time, in South Carolina. ; 

“Robin Ferguson and his wife, Frances Love Ferguson, 
left South Carolina in the latter part of the enighteenth 
century and located in what is now known as Spring Creek 
in Madison county, North Carolina. There they remained 
for some years, and later moved into what is now Haywood 
County a few years prior to 1800, and located on Rush Fork 
creek. 

“In the cemetery of the Crabtree Baptist church, Crab- 
tree township, Haywood county, there stands a monument 
erected August 14, 1926, by the descendants of the first 
family of Fergusons that came to Haywood county. Upon 
the monument is this inscription: ‘Robert (or Robin) Fer- 
guson, who was also settled here prior to 1800 was also of 
Scotch descent, having come from Glascard and settled 
first in (now) Madison County, N. C., and later on Rush 
Pork creek. He married Frances (Fannie) Love, a native 


of Ireland.’ 
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>> “An old family record gives the birth of Robin Ferguson 
as 1764, and his death as February 18, 1826, and Frances 
Love Ferguson’s birth as 1768, and her death as October 
16, 1858. The record also gives the account of the births 
of the children of the pair as follows: Robert, or Robin, 
named for his father, moved from Haywood to Cherokee 
county, married and reared two sons, John and Thomas; 
Andrew, the second son, who lived in Iron Duff township, 
married and reared a large family; Thomas, who made his 
home on Rush Fork creek; William, who settled on Crabtree 
creek; Samuel, who lived on Rush Fork; Polly, who married 
Solomen Rhea and lived on Panther creek; Nellie, who mar- 
tied Steven White and resided in Crabtree township. These 
five sons, Robert, Andrew, Thomas, William, and Samuel, 
are the progenitors of the large family of Fergusons in Hay- 
wood and other counties in Western North Carolina.” 
To recapitulate, our records of ancestry start with James 
Ferguson who married Annie Laurie in 1709. Their son, 
John Ferguson married Margare: Douglas, a Scotch girl 
who had a son, Andrew, who married an Irish lady, Mary 
Fitzpatrick, who had a son, William, who came to Amer- 
ica and married Eleanor White, nationality unknown, about 
1753. To this couple was born in 1764, Robin (or Robert) 
Ferguson, who married an Irish lady, Frances Love, and 
settled in North Carolina. Thus begins the Ferguson settle- 
ment in which my Grandpa, James Wiley Ferguson, was 
born. Robin Ferguson was his grandfather. 
- Throughout this story the use of the words Grandpa and 
Grandmother refer only to James Wiley Ferguson and 
Mary Elizabeth Ferguson. I have always lovingly, and with 
reverence thought of them in these terms and none other 
than Grandpa and Grandmother will do. 
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To Robin Ferguson and Frances Love Ferguson were 
born five boys and two girls. The second son, Andrew, was 
Grandpa’s father. Andrew was married to Rachel Jones in 
1824, and they had fifteen children as follows: 


Ebed Riley, born in 1824. 

Robert Marion, born in 1826. 
Andrew Jackson, born in 1827. 
Mary Eleanor, born in 1829. 
Margaret Angeline, born in 1830. 
Violet Cyrene, born in 1831. 
Frances Esther, born in 1833. 
Thomas Josiah, born in 1834. 
Nathan Jones, born in 1836. 
William Isaac, born in 1837. 
Matilda Carolina, died in infancy. 
Rachel Sarah, died in infancy. 
James Wiley (Grandpa), born May 6, 1842. 
Martha Jane, born in 1844. 
Zachary Taylor, born in 1846. 

To this point our story is largely a matter of genealogy 
in which we show a direct line of descent from James Fer- 
guson and Annie Laurie Ferguson. 

Let us bear in mind that there are literally thousands of 
Fergusons throughout Europe and America. The American 
Fergusons are largely a farming people, but records show 
them eminently successful as well in war, law, medicine, 
politics, education, and manufacturing. 

Evidently the Fergusons are a talented race of people and 
it should lend encouragement to the present generation to 
realize we have this heritage and can likewise go on to great- 
er accomplishments as we choose. 

Grandpa was a remarkably quiet man. He would sit and 
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listen. Whenever he spoke, which was seldom, his words us- 
ually carried a message of wisdom and conviction. On no 
occasion did I ever hear him utter a boastful word. If this 
story depended solely upon his utterances it would be short 
indeed. I only point to the success he achieved but never 
spoke about. 


Grandmother, on the other hand, had, too, a brilliant 
mind, but was a very fluent and interesting talker, and a 
large part of this narrative is a re-telling of the things 
Grandmother told, sometimes to me alone, but often to 
someone else while I was a very close listener. I shall never 
forget her narratives. There are enough incidents, if proper- 
ly told, to fill a very large book indeed. It is the aim here 
to select only a few, in order to point out traits of charact- 
er or conditions of daily life as of that time. It is hoped 
that, in this way, those who read this story, especially the 
younger generation, who were not privileged to know them, 
may get intimate glimpses that will enable any who read to 
properly evaluate the true worth and greatness of this 
couple. 

Grandpa volunteered for service in the Confederate army 
at the outset of the Civil War. He was nineteen years of age. 
He served for the duration and was in many of the big bat- 
tles. He was wounded by a rifle ball which passed through 
the shoulder. It was a close call as the bullet was near the 
spinal column, but luckily it was only a flesh wound and 
caused no trouble later in life. If it did he never mentioned 
it. 

He was a remarkable rifleman and was classed as sharp: 
shooter. Only once did I ever hear him refer to his marks- 
manship and that was in connection with a funny incident 
involving others. 
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Soon after returning home at the close of the war he and 
Grandmother in Haywood county, North Carolina, were 
joined in marriage. The date was November 17, 1866. The 
country was in a strife-torn condition. Confederate currency 
no longer had any value, livestock, foodstuff, and almost 
all things necessary to life were badly depleted or non-exist- 
ent. The people were discouraged and unhappy. The Car, 
pet Baggers were grabbing the opportunities. The common 
people took to whiskey to drown their sorrow. 

Grandpa and Grandmother in all this chaos decided it was 
a poor place to raise a family so decided to move westward 
to more virgin country. 

Saying goodbye to their North Carolina hills, and their 
host of relatives and friends was not easy. However, in a 
covered wagon, loaded with the bare necessities for travel 
including a wagon and team, little clothing, scant bedding, 
an axe, rifle, a few camping utensils and a very few dollars 
in cash they began their journey over a narrow, tortuous 
road that wound through the then sparsely settled virgin 
forests. The driver needed to stay alert in order to avoid the 
massive trees that stood by the roadside. It took some skill 
in driving to keep from hubbing the trees, as was attested 
by the scars where the bark had been torn from the trees by 
the wagon hubs of careless drivers. Occasionally, along the 
road they would pass a settler’s log cabin in a small clearing 
of land, always surrounded by a rail fence with, perhaps, a 
picket or paling fence around the yard. They found the 
settlers to be hospitable as is a tradition of the South, how- 
ever, some of them were somewhat suspicious of strangers. 

There were no bridges across the streams and often they 
were water-bond and had to wait for some of the streams 
to subside before going on. As I recall it, there was another 
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family in another wagon that traveled with them and this, 
of course, made it more pleasant and less hazardous. 

Day after day they made a few miles on their way to a 
new life. There was never a moment or thought of turning 
back. They had made their decision and had the strength 
to carry on despite the difficulties and hardships. 

So, at last! The Father of Waters, the big Mississippi! 
It made a lasting impression on Grandmother. They crossed 
over it on a steamboat and were in Arkansas. Making their. 
way up the Arkansas river as far as Pine Bluff, then a primi- 
tive village, they decided to stop and take stock. Doubtless 
they could have succeeded here. However, the surrounding 
country was much unlike their North Carolina hills, besides, 
malaria was rampant. It was too sickly. They had heard of 
a section of country to the north that offered promise, so 
they again took up their journey. 

They left Pine Bluff in the fall and since it was about 
time for their first child to be born they made a stop at Ar- 
genta (now North Little Rock) for the occasion. They 
christened the first child William Zachary, who was born 
December 17, 1867. 

Their stop in Argenta was only temporary. Grandpa 
found some work to earn a few dollars, but their thoughts 
were of the place they had heard of in Searcy county, so 
at the opportune time they again loaded their scanty belong- 
ings onto the wagon and moved to the Buffalo river coun: 
try. Here they found the lower end of the Tyler Bend sub- 
ject to homestead and settled there. The homestead con- 
sisted of 80 acres, around 25 acres was fertile river bottom 
land, the rest timbered hillsides. On most of the land stood 
giant trees chat had to be moved to make way for farming. 
Weaker hearts would have quailed at the seemingly impossi- 
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ble task, but not this couple. They liked this country. It was 
reminiscent of their North Carolina hills and they found a 
number of pioneer families both friendly and high in ideals. 


Among the early neighbors, to name a few, were the 
Tylers, the Mays family, the Myatts, the Reeves, the Grind- 
ers, the Browns, the Moores, the Barnetts, the McElroys, 
and quite a number of others. The settlement was new and 
the neighbors were scattered, yet they were closely united 
by a common bond of good will and were quick to lend a 
helping hand in time of need. 

The immediate need was a house in which to live, so from 
the crude forest they cut enough logs to erect a one-room 
log cabin, split enough boards for the roof, obtained a few 
pounds of square, cut nails and were ready to build. It was 
the pioneer way for neighbors to come and help in a house- 
raising, so putting up the house was a matter of a day or so. 
At last! A home of their own! 

Here we see the situation and humble beginning from 
which they pressed onward and upward to a complete suc- 
cess in life. The progress was slow and beset by many trials 
and tribulations, but they never lost their faith in God, nor 
in themselves, and never wavered. 

A gifted writer could tell, interestingly, in great detail of 
their activity from day to day — from season to season, but 
my style causes me to hesitate to attempt it. However, I do 
want to picture their daily routine. First, let’s take a look at 
their candle-lighted cabin. It was only one room — not a 
big one. It had one door, two small windows with shutters, 
but no glass, a strawbed in one corner, a crude fireplace 
at one end of the cabin made of sticks and mud. The floor 
was dirt. Cooking had to be done in the fireplace. Across 
the fireplace were two steel bars with pot-hooks attached on 
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which Grandmother could hang the pots in which she 
cooked meats and luscious vegetables. She had two Dutch 
ovens in which she cooked corn bread and delicious south- 
ern biscuits. Sweet potatoes were baked in the Dutch ovens 
and were much better than thosé cooked in present-day 
electric ovens. They lived on products they raised at home, 
and had an abundance of good things to eat. 


Water to drink was a problem. They had to cross the 
river to get it from the Evelyn Tyler spring. Ofven the river 
was swollen and they had to get wacer from one of the 
springs in the nearby hills. Wash day was no particular 
problem. Grandmother would take her washing to the river 
bank nearby and use river water.. 

They wished for a floor, but first things must come first 
and they were willing to make sacrifices sufficient for the 
times. They did not fret and make themselves unhappy be- 
cause of their humble circumstances, but kept their faith 
and vision. They realized they were in no worse condition 
than the other pioneer families of the day. 

Grandpa was a powerful man physically, and worked 
every day, except Sunday, from daylight to dark. He was 
always up at four o’clock in the morning. He was Grand- 
mother’s hero and she delighted in telling about the way 
he worked early and late. She was always proud of him as 
one could detect in the thrilling way she related it. 

In a course of two or three years they found it possible 
‘to build a new home up on the hill out of the mosquivoes 
and malaria. This was in the fall of 1870, and they wanted 
to get moved to the new house before the arrival of che 
baby expected in November. The new baby girl, born in 
their new house on November 15, 1870, was christened 


Martha Moxina (Aunt Martha Jones). They resided in the 
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new home for a period of ten years and had born to them 
in addition to Aunt Mar.ha, three more children: 
Sarah Jane (Jane Brown, my mother) born October 
23, 1872. 
Andrew Jackson, born February 1, 1875. 
Ebed Riley, born April 13, 1877. 

This new house was primitive but very satisfactory for the 
times excep? for the fact that it was a long distance from 
school. It had one big room with a kitchen on one side, a 
bedroom on one end, and a front porch. Good water was in 
abundance in a good spring about 150 yards away, down a 
hill, but not a steep one. The log barn had ample room for 
the livestock and for storage of feed. The distance from the 
cultivated fields offered no serious handicap. 

Continued hard work, faith, determination and good 
management paid off and they slowly prospered, and were 
ready when opportunity opened «he door for them to ac- 
quire more good farm land. Upon the death of the original 
Tyler pioneer the entire upper portion of the Tyler Bend 
was left to his widow, Aunt Evelyn, and several children. 
In che course of time they wanted to dispose of their hold- 
ings, so Grandpa bought them out. They all married and 
moved to separate farms of their own except Aunt Evelyn. 
She held a widow’s dowry and continued to live in the old 
Tyler home for many years. Grandpa and Grandmother 
thought a great deal of her and gave her christian care and 
protection to the time of her death, which was around 1899, 
as I recall. 

Time marches on. The youngsters were growing up. Zack 
was already a big boy of twelve, and doing a man’s work 
with the plow. It was time to be nearer a school, so they 
decided to move farther up to Silver Hill. 
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While life was not a song and was beset by many trials, yet 
grit was paying off and they continued in their gradual 
gains. Somewhere along the way an opportunity came to 
purchase the Lane Bend, a very fine tract of land along the 


Buffalo river some three miles down the river from the 


Tyler Bend. 


The new home on Silver Hill was an ideal spot, centrally 
located between the two big farms, the Tyler Bend and the 


Lane Bend. In this new home they spent the remainder of 
their lives. Three children were born here: 


Zebulon Vance, born June 26, 1879. 


Thomas Edney, born May 4, 1882. Died in infancy, 
March 3, 1883. 
James Garland, born February26, 1885. 

After all of the children were married except one, Grand- 
pa rented out most of his farm lands and began to enjoy 
the fruits of his labors. He did not quit work, but devoted 
his time more to stock raising, general supervising, and to 
Operating a store and postoffice. 

Many things of interest could be related about the life on 
Silver Hill. However, the aim has been to depict the cour- 
age and character of my Grandparents as displayed in their 
fierce struggle for the success which at this point of our 
story is theirs, and nobly earned. 

Here che tenor of our story changes. No longer need we 
dwell upon the upward climb to success, as that has already 
been achieved. Our further purpose is to relate a few inci- 
dents that may enable the reader to get a view of the mode 
of life and a more intimate acquaintanceship with the inner 
lives of these two persons, great by any standard. 
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GRANDPA GETS THE BEEF 


Grandpa was gifted with a keen sense of quiet humor. 
Occasionally he would tell a story of some humorous situa- 
tion, but never a smutty one. Often the story would amount 
to a joke on himself. One story concerned a Saturday’s trip 
to Duff, the little village where Uncle Billy Mays ran che 
postoffice, a general store and a mill. While awaiting his 
turn for his corn to be ground, Grandpa became one of the 
usual crowd around the store where the men held «he weekly 
shooting match. It was the custom for someone to bring a 
beef animal, sell tickets, and let the <icket holders shoot for 
the prizes. The first prize was a hind quarter and on down 
to the liver as low prize, so that almost everyone got a prize 
of some sore. Grandpa was a crackshot in his army days, but 
had given up his rifle practice at the close of the war. 

Shooting matches savored somewhat of gambling and 
were against his principles, so he never took part. However, 
on this one occasion some of the men talked him into shoot- 
ing. One of Grandpa’s heartiest laughs would come in tell- 
ing how he accepted the challenge in a genial, joking way, 
realizing that he had not fired a rifle for years. He didn’t 
expect co hit the target, much less score. Imagine his cha- 
grin, and the admiring glances of these expert riflemen 
when. they examined his target and found he had driven a 
dead center, winning first prize. He brought home the beef 
and generously shared it with some of his needy neighbors, 
chus turning, what he considered ill-gotten gains into a 


blessing. 
SOME CARDINAL VIRTUES 


Both my grandparents placed great value on good moral 
conduct. Grandmother was somewhat of a philosopher and 
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frequently recited maxims of wisdom to the young folks. I 
am sure my life has been influenced by these proverbs, 
many of which I still remember. 

Among them are: 

“Cleanliness is next to Godliness.”’ 

“Early to bed and early to rise will make a man healthy, 
wealthy and wise.”’ 

‘‘A man must win his living by the sweat of his brow.” 

“A stitch in time saves nine.” 

Grandmother valued beauty but always insisted that true 
beauty lay much deeper than the surface. It involved good 
looks together with good conduct, and graciousness. She 
often recited: 

“Beauty is as Beauty does; 
Beauty is only skin deep, 

But Old Ugly holds her own 
For she’s ugly clear to the bone.” 

One rule of conduct on which both my Grandparents in- 
sisted was the telling of the truth. They would permiz no 
deviation from this rule and their children accepted and fol- 
lowed it. 

There were a few occasions when some of the boys had 
to test the rule, but found it more pleasant to tell the truth 
than to feel the sting of the tough hickory switch Grandpa 
was certain to use. 

In this connection, I am reminded of one incident in 
which Jim G. was put to trial, One Sunday, Grandmother 
and my Mother decided to spend the day, as was the cus- 
tom of the times, with some neighbors. Jim G. and I were 
among the youngsters that wen: along. I was six and he was 
eleven. Jim G. and a number of the older boys, John 
Reeves, Albert Reeves, Lige Peoples, Eli Peoples and several 
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others occupied their time around an old field nearby. They 
were having a good time and doing no harm. However, 
John Reeves, who was grown, had an old pistol and fired 
it just for che excitement. Aunt Ann Reeves, John’s moth- 
er, was frantic. She was extremely religious and the act of 
firing a gun on Sunday was a sacrilege. Something had to 
be done about it, so they called the boys to the house and 
wanted to know who had done it. Even though I was only 
six years of age I distinctly recall in detail the questioning. 
Of course, no one would give the guilty one away. 

At this Grandmother reminded Jim G. of Grandpa’s rule 
to tell the truch regardless of consequences. If ever a boy 
was on the spot certainly Jim G. was now. He couldn’t 
tattle on his companions, yet he could not viola:e the rule 
of truthfulness. As he stood with the boys on one side 
trusting him not to betray them, and with Grandmother 
and Aunt Ann on the other putting pressure on him to tell 
the truth, he <actfully, and somewhat humorously remarked: 
“I’m not going to tell who shot the pistol, but I did see the 
smoke rise and drift over John’s head.” 

All the boys burs: into hearty laughter and I surmise tt 
was difficult for Grandmother and Aunt Ann to suppress 
a smile. The tension was relieved and everybody was satis- 
fied. He hadn’t really tattled and had pointed up John as a 
hero. 

I am reminded of later incidents in which Jim G. dis- 
played the natural trait of diplomacy that, no doubt, has 
been an important factor in his outstanding success. 


A CASE OF INGENUITY 


Grandpa was resourceful. When he wanted to accomp- 
lish something he would find a way or make one. This inci- 
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dent involves Billy Mays. Uncle Billy, we always called him, 
was one of the early pioneers who fought his way from pov- 
erty to success. In getting his start he worked for others. It 
was told of him that he could split more rails per day than 
could Abraham Lincoln. Uncle Billy was a good rock mason, 
too, and built good chimneys. On this occasion Grandpa 
wanted a chimney built, so called on Uncle Billy, who agreed 
to get at the job the following day. The stones were ready 
but che mud must be prepared. There was a sag in the yard 
into which Grandpa hauled a wagon load or so of clay. He 
poured plenty of water on it, but to get it thorougly mixed 
into a suitable paste was a day’s work. Nigh? was drawing 
nigh and building would start early the next morning. When 
Uncle Billy arrived about sunrise the next morning the mud 
was in perfect condition. ; 

I’ve heard Uncle Billy laugh hearcily when telling of the 
ingenuity Grandpa had used in simply calling his hogs from 
the forests and feeding them shelled corn in clay. The 
hogs had mixed it perfectly and Uncle Billy said it was the 
best mud he had ever used. 


HERBS AND HOME REMEDIES 


During pioneer days in Arkansas there were few trained 
doctors. There were lax or no laws governing licensing for 
medical practice, so some set themselves up in practice with 
little more than a fourth grade education and no medical 
training to speak of beyond a little home reading. 

The popular remedies were quinine for malaria, tincture 
of iron which blackened the teech but was supposed to be a 
body-building medicine, castor oil—the vilest smelling and 
tasting of all medicines—supposed to be good for young- 
sters regardless of what was wrong, and calomel, a danger- 
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ous mercury compound that produced acute salivation and 
plenty of misery. Its only merit lay in the fact that it was a 
strong purgative and also, helped -o expel worms from the 
digestive tract. 

There were no druggists so the doctors carried their phar- 
macy in saddle bags, called pill bags, which were filled large- 
ly with powdered calomel, calomel pills, and quinine. 

There were no dentists, so country docvors carried a pair 
of forceps for pulling teeth. The only cure for an aching 
tooth was pulling it, an excruciatingly painful operation as 
pain killers had not been discovered. 

Often it was ten or more miles to the nearest doctor. 
Transportation was by use of a horse or mule and at times 
the high water cut off all communication, so it is under- 
standable tha? our grandmothers adopted the use of roots, 
herbs and various home remedies. My Grandmother was no 
exception. She brought a lot of the lore from her North 
Carolina girlhood and constantly added to it by learning 
from the other pioneer women. She had a remedy for al- 
most any ailment a human is heir to. These remedies have 
been scoffed at by the medical world, but in recent years 
the American Medical Society has appraised and approved 
most of them as being of sound and scientific value. 

In this connection, I would like to relate an episode a- 
bout a very robust and healthy young man who was board- 
ing with my grandparents when the measles floored him. 
He had a very bad attack which was worse because the 
measles wouldn’t break out. Grandmother tried her hot teas 
and remedies, but still the measles wouldn’t come out, so 
Grandmother asked Aunt Ann Reeves if she knew what to 
do and Aunt Ann had the exact remedy. It was sheep saf- 
fron tea. The young man averred he’d much prefer to die 
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than drink the stuff. 

The next day he was worse, and in desperation said he 
was willing to try it. The older generation know what sheep 
saffron vea is, but younger ones may not. Anyway, Grand- 
mother told me to get some sheep saffron, so I proceeded 
to the nearest neighbor who had sheep. In the barnlot I 
found a great quantity of droppings—round pellets of 
sheep saffron. These, Grandmother put into a quantity of 
boiling water making a strong tea. The young man drank 
great gulps of this hot tea and almost immediately went to 
sleep. I’ll never forget the big smile on his face the next 
morning as he came into the dining room. He was as red as 
fire. The measles had broken out from head to foot and he 
felt fine. 


FOLLOWING THE GOLDEN RULE 


Grandpa was considered soft-hearted. Since he was scru- 
pulously honest himself, the reflection of his own honesty in 
others caused him to trust them, and not many broke their 
faith with him. He had deep compassion for those in want 
and often helped the needy beyond their merits. 

T recall an incident that made a deep impression on me. 
One young man in the community, who is well known to 
the older set, got himself into serious trouble one Sunday by 
getting drunk and disturbing the peace during church at 
Dongola. He was tried, fined $14.00, and released upon his 
promise to pay his fine the following week. He tried to bor- 
row from friends and neighbors, but the general sentimen: 
was to “let him rot in jail.” 

Perhaps he deserved such treatment, but when he came 
to Grandpa he found a broader mind and bigger soul. He 
made a full confession that he had done wrong and said he 
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was cerribly sorry and would certainly never do such a thing 
again. 

This could have been a turning point in the young man’s 
life. To refuse him might have embittered him and have 
started him on a life of wrong-doing. To help him might 
encourage him and set him straight. Grandpa took the lat- 
ter view and loaned him the money, which was repaid in 
good time. To the best of my knowledge the young man 
conducted himself properly thereafter. 


MARKETING LIVESTOCK IN THE GAY NINETIES 


Stock raising was one of the few ways to earn cash money, 
but the nearest market was Springfield, Missouri, well over 
a hundred miles away. Before the days of the railroad the 
stock was driven in herds along the public roads. It took 
several days to cover the journey. Often rains overflowed 
the streams and delayed the progress. A great many herds of 
cattle and almost as many herds of hogs have been tedious- 
ly driven to Springfield from Searcy county. 

Bill Hodge, who farmed at Snowball, often drove herds 
through. I recall one rainy afternoon when Hodge was pass- 
ing over Silver Hill with a herd of cattle. Jim G. and I, lads 
of twelve and seven, climbed a big oak tree by the roadside. 
We could look down unobserved by the men and cattle. 
Suddenly Jim G. burst inco a tirade of cuss words that a boy 
of twelve was not entitled to know. He had discovered one 
of Grandpa’s steers in the herd and thought Hodge was 
stealing iv and really gave him a dressing down. The steer 
was cu’ out of the herd when they reached Grandpa’s place. 
Hodge, of course, had no intention of taking the steer, but 
Jim G. wasn’t taking any chances. He was looking out for 
Grandpa’s interest. 
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THE WRESTLING MATCH 
’ It happened before I was born, but I’ve heard Grand- 


mother tell the story several times. She was not averse to 
bragging a little now and then, especially when she was brag- 
ging on Grandpa, who was her ideal. 

I forget the big, burly man’s name. He had drifted into 
the community and served as hired man for different neigh- 
bors. He was a pretty nice fellow, but somewhav of a bully. 
Wrestling was his forte and he had thrown all who would 
accept his challenge. 

He liked to boast that he could throw any man, any- 
where, anytime. Grandpa, nov caring for braggadocio, final- 
ly got tired of such boasting and pa day remarked to the 
bully, “You haven’t thrown me ill The bully said it 
would be easy to do. mavens 4 said, “T calculate you might 
bus doing it would prove it.’ . 

So, to the delight of a group of onlookers the match was 
on. The bully was the bigger, but Grandpa was a very pow- 
erful man, as hard as nails from constant hard work. It 
was a genuine tussel which ended with Grandpa on top 
when the bully good naturedly admitted he had met his 
master for the first time. 


UNCLE ANDY TEACHES AT SILVER HILL 


It was the winter after Andy and Lee Ann were married 
that Andy taught the Silver Hill school. I: was arranged for 
me to stay with my Grandparents and thus have Andy for 
my teacher. Jim G. and I were as closely associated as broth- 
ers and of all the years of my life to date this one stands out 
as the highlight. There I was thrown into close relation with 
the daily home life of my Grandparents, and would like to 
write about it. 
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May it be said chat Andy was a natural teacher. He was 
amply educated for the work, had a good imagination, a 
knack of getting along with the pupils, and enjoyed his 
work. Jim G. and I both learned a lot that winter. Andy 
gave us big assignmen‘s which after supper, by the coal-oil 
lamp on the big dining table, we would study industriously. 

I can recall clearly the big fireplace at one end of the big 
room we called the kitchen. It was much more than a kitch- 
en. I can still see ic exactly as it was — a long dining table 
in the middle which would seat twenty people, the cookstove 
in the corner near the fireplace, on the other side of the 
fireplace was the s‘airway with closet underneath for pots 
and pans, the big Seth-Thomas clock that Grandpa always 
wound daily with a key, the kitchen cupboard by the wall 
near the bedroom door, the flour and meal barrels which 
were always kept well filled, the large kitchen table in the 
corner stacked with jars of good things to eat, underneath 
which there was a large assortment of crocks containing 
jams, honey, molasses, and other goodies. I musin’t omit 
the crock of brown sugar. How delicious it tasted when 
Grandmother would sometimes reward me with a lump of 
it. Hanging on the wall over the kitchen table was an assort- 
ment of Grandmother’s home remedies dozens of them: sas- 
safras bark, catnip, spicewood, sarsaparilla, mullein, dittany, 
mint, lobelia, slippery elm bark, flax seed, mustard seed, 
and many, many more. I knew only a very few of them. 

The rule of ‘Early to bed and early to rise” was an order 
of the day, but supper was always early and Grandpa and 
Grandmother would retire to the other big room that also 
had a fireplace, thus leaving the kitchen to Jim G. and me. 
With a fire roaring we could sit at the dining table with the 
coal-oil lamp between us and learn our book lessons. Jim G. 
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was’ahead of me and was generous in helping me under- 
stand my lessons when necessary. 

- Here, after the study period, we often settled numerous 
ponderous problems. Jim G. was full of all kinds of schemes 
to do big things. Among our various schemes there are two 
that stand out clearly. Jim G. had an idea that it was a de- 
plorable waste of man power to have a man follow a mule 
and plow. He thought it made the man’s value little more 
than that of the mule. He had a vision of some-kind of ma- 
chine that could, withouz horses, pull several. plows and de- 
clared that he was going to invent such a machine and thus 
make a lot of money. As for me, I declared that I meant to 
invent a wagon that would run without horses and go fast. 
The possibility of the thrill I might get in swooping down 
and up hill in my dream wagon was indeed stimulating. 
Often today as I swoop down and uphill in an auto and pass 
farms using modern tractors I recall our boyhood visions. 
Neither of us had ever heard of either a tractor or an auto- 
mobile. It was before they were invented. 

Some of our problems were not so ponderous, as for ex- 
ample: The best way to make molasses candy, or to prepare 
some other delicacy that as boys we liked so well. We had 
the kitchen to ourselves and Grandmother did not ob ject 
to our experiments. In the big fireplace we would, during 
our secluded evening hours, roast in the hot embers, pota- 
toes, apples, nuts, onions, corn and other things. Jim G. 
was pretty clever in fixing something good for our before- 
bedtime snack, and sometimes would fix some fried peach 
pies. How enjoyable those evenings! We took our baths in 
a washtub before the roaring fire, banked the fire with ashes 
and climbed into the soft, warm feather bed. 

Long before daylight Grandpa would build the morning 
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fires and then go to the barn to feed his stock. He always 
seemed to get genuine pleasure in this early morning chore. 
In the meantime Grandmother would prepare breakfast, 
which in winter was always ea-en by lamplight. Such break- 
fas’s! Ham, eggs, honey, molasses, butter, milk, often fried 
chicken or beefsteak, and invariably those big fluffy south- 
ern style buttermilk biscuits. Grandmother was a very excel- 
lent cook. After breakfast Jim G. and I had the cows to milk 
before we started on our long walk to school. School began 
at 8:00 o’clock and let out at 4:00 o’clock. 

There were chores after school, and on Saturdays there 
were jobs for us. On one occasion Grandmother wanted the 
ash hopper fixed. She wan.ed the hopper filled with hard- 
wood ashes from the big fireplaces before soap making time 
in the spring. 

Another Saturday Grandpa told us to take the team of 
mules and wagon to the Tyler Bend for a load of punch- 
eons. It didn’: occur to me at the time that the puncheons 
were being taken from the original first home of my grand- 
parents. In later years I have often remembered it, with a 
feeling of deep sentiment. Here were the puncheons on 
which they «rod during their first heroic efforts for success. 
To me these puncheons were almost sacred. 

The boundless energy of two young lads would find time 
for fun. Jim G. was fond of hunting and was a crackshot 
with his lightweight kentucky muzzle-loading rifle. I went 
along to carry «he game as I wasn’t old enough to carry a 
gun. We supplied the table generously with wild game so 
common in the woods. 

Opossum hunting at night was a lot of fun, too, and we 
usually brought home three or four nice fat ones. Grand- 
mother would often bake one for us. She baked the opos- 
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sum on a layer of large sweet potatoes which would absorb 
the fat. The sweet potatoes were too greasy to eat, but the 
sage-flavored opossum was a delicacy. 

There were many interesting experiences that space for- 
bids telling. However, I feel I must tell about the one big 
joyous event which was a yearly affair at the Fergusons. It 
was the homecoming for Christmas. On Christmas Eve all 
the children and grandchildren came to spend the night and 
Christmas Day with Grandpa and Grandmother. There was 
room for all, as many as nine beds, and Grandmother had 
an extra stack of warm quilts which were sometimes spread 
on the floor for some of the youngsters. It seemed a grea: 
joy to my grandparents to see that Santa Claus filled all 
stockings. Grandpa invariably put a big red apple in each 
stocking, and for his immedia:e children would also include 
a gold coin. There was no Christmas tree and no toys, but 
plenty of good candy and useful articles. What a day for 
us all. Yelling, “Christmas gift,” and expecting a piece of 
candy or some small gift as a reward. Playing “hully gull” 
with chinquapins was one of the pastimes of the day. 

In reflection, I am strongly of the opinion that Uncle 
Andy’s good teaching, the close association with Jim G. 
and the close relation with my grandparen‘s during this win- 
ter helped greatly to make my life much more useful than 
it might otherwise have been. I am grateful. 


A FEW EARLY CUSTOMS 


- Great changes have been made since my grandparents 
were with us. Society has undergone a greater change dur- 
ing the past forty years than in any similar period in the 
history of mankind. 


Many customs of the early days are interesting to reflect 
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upon, such as: carding wool and cotton, spinning, knitting, 
weaving, dyeing home woven cloth with barks from the 
trees, drying apples, peaches and pumpkins, home tanning, 
quilting, making «ar, roasting green coffee beans and grind- 
ing them in a coffee mill, mending shoes, molding bullets 
for the rifle, splitting rails, making a fifty gallon barrel of 
soap and keeping the soap gourds filled, rolling in big back- 
logs for the fireplace, driving a mule hitched to a buggy, 
women riding on side saddles, going to the big picnics and 
giving your sweetie a ride on the horse driven circle swing. 

There are many other customs that come to ‘mind. How- 
ever, I must not omit churchgoing. Everybody went to 
church in those times. People nearby walked, families living 
at a distance would bring the farm wagons filled with their 
own family and some of the neighbors. The young men 
would ride mule or horseback, often with the sweetheart 
perched behind. 

During church service the men sat on one side of the 
building, the women on the other. The young, single men 
always got out first and lined up awaiting the girls. It was 
che custom for the young men to try the girls. To try a girl 
meant to ask her if he could see her home. It took a lot of 
nerve and there was a good deal of banter among the boys 
because quite often the girl would give him a sacking, which 
means chat the girl would say NO, and both the boys and 
girls would giggle. 

Churchgoers from outlying districts were supposed to go 
home with someone for dinner. The fact that my grand- 
parents were known to have plenty of good things to eat 
caused many to congregate there. There were always several 
visiting preachers and they invariably made my grandpar- 
ents’ home their headquarters. 
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Ie is almost unbelievable the number of people that came 
for dinner, especially when there was a special meeting at 
the church. The big dining table was filled three or four 
times. Preparation for such occasions was always started the 
day before. Often my mother and Aunt Martha Jones 
would go to help. This accounted for my being there. 


Of course, the preachers and some of the older men were 
served first, as was right and proper, but that did not make 
the youngsters happy to have to wait until second or third 
table. Many jokes have been told about the preachers’ yen 
for fried chicken. I want to cast no aspersions on the preach- 
ers, however, I have composed a little jingle that may be in 
keeping. It isn’s very good poetry, but as the saying goes, 
“Tt is more truth than poetry.” 


I was just a lad of eight 

But yet remember well 

So many interesting things 

I’d surely like <o tell, 

About the way the people came, 
Either saint or sinner, 

To Grandpa’s home, a score or more 
To eat their Sunday dinner. 


No invitation needed, 

Never need they fear 

On any Sunday after church 

They’d find a welcome here. 

Some oldsters and some youngsters came 
And preachers, not a few, 

Who'd often bring their wives along 
And all their children, too. 
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The sermons were long-winded, 
Church made our dinner late. 

We kids had appetities so keen 
That we could hardly wait. 

Our pangs of hunger were so great 
We often felt unable 

To wait until the preachers dined, 


Then eat at second table 


The women stacked the table well 
with vituals hot and steaming, 

A placter full of chicken, too, 

The preachers eyes were gleaming. 
Suspense was building very high, 
When a voice so clear and sweet 
Called out, “The dinner’s ready now, 
Come on, sit down and eat.” 


And then all preachers gathered ’round, 
Each preacher in his place, 

They bowed their heads so reverently, 
John Kimball said the grace. 

Then Brother Kimball cleared his throat, 
The pace began to quicken, 

He poised his crusty fork and stabbed 
The choicest piece of chicken. 


We youngsters watched them wield their forks, 
Their aim seemed quite unerring. 

They’d never miss a choicest part; 

Choice parts fast disappearing, 


Eh 
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They’d spear a drumstick or short thigh, 
The breast or pulley bone. 


But as for necks or bony parts, 
They left them strict alone. 


We youngsters, drooling at the mouth, 
Would hope they’d soon be through. 
We wished they’d leave some drumsticks, 
For we liked drumsticks, too. 

But it mattered not how much we tried, 
We could either pray or cuss, 

The preachers ate the choicest parts 


And left the necks for us. 


If I ever get to heaven 

And find some preachers there, 
And lots of little children 

In angels’ tender care, 

ll give a chicken dinner, 

That’s precisely what I’ll do, 
And bid the preachers all to come, 
The little children, too. 


V’'ll pile the chicken way up high, 
Then open up the gate. 

Pll serve all youngsters at the first, 
And make the preachers wait. 

The little folks will take their time 
And eat, and eat, and eat, 

And leave the preachers nothing 
But necks, and backs, and feet. 
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RELIGION IN ACTION 
My grandparents were both deeply spiritual. Their relig- 


ion was basic and fundamental. However, they held to the 
belief one should not live by faith alone. To them, faith 
wichout works was dead faith. Grandmother often recited 
the maxim, ““You must practice what you preach.”’ Some 
instances told in brief will illustrate. Take the case of the 
sick neighbor. Grandpa had gone to Duff to get the mail 
and heard a number of the men, church members in good 
standing, discussing the bad situation of a neighbor who was 
sick, out of food and out of wood for fuel. Nothing was 
really decided at which point one of che elderly, pious men 
remarked, “The Lord will provide.’”’ So far in the discus- 
sion, as was typical of him, Grandpa had said little, but the 
statement aroused him and he calmly asked, “Did any of 
you ever hear of the Lord’s carrying a sack of potacoes on 
his back or of cutting wood? Maybe the Lord wants us to 
take this family some food and provide some fuel.” The 
point went home and the group got busy and provided. 
Another case of religion in action was the help given 
needy families every winter. There were several shiftless in- 
digents in the neighborhood who wouldn’t work so long as 
they had a bushel of corn meal ahead. In winter months 
their families were often near starvation when they would 
come .o Grandpa for help. I heard Grandmother remark 
once, “These lazy folks could have plenty to eat if they 
would work. Maybe we ought to quit helping them.” Where- 
upon Grandpa quietly said, ‘I know, Betsy, but the children 
are hungry. How do we know tha: the Lord may not be try- 
ing us.” So, Gib, and all the rest got corn and meat as usual. 
The big drouth came. I think it was 1901. Crops looked 
fine until about the middle of June, when suddenly the hot 
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Texas winds came from che southwest. The wind blew for 
three days and nights, almost as hot as an oven. The hill 
land crops were totally destroyed, but on Grandpa’s rich 
river bottom soil there was perhaps a half crop of -corn. 
Grandpa had a herd of cattle and needed this corn badly, 
but the neighbors needed corn for family bread, so he doled 
out his precious corn to the needy. Few of them had any 
cash, and he let them have it on credit, I believe most, if not 
all, paid when they could. 

A christian act which moves me most deeply is the fact 
that upon my mother’s death my Grandparents took my 
sisters and reared them uprightly to a mature womanhood. 

Many other instances could be cited, but these few are 
typical of their inner lives. Grandmother was the more ex- 
pressive and emotional. She would sometimes get happy in 
her church testimony and shout, as did many others of the 
times. Grandpa, on the other hand, was not expressive. He 
had deep emotion that seldom came to the surface. He 
never prayed in public, but never criticized others for do- 
ing so. He read the Bible and knew much of its contents, 
and I have sometimes wondered if he did not make the Ser- 
mon on the Mount his guide, In which Jesus commanded, 
“And when you pray, ye should not be as che hypocrites; 
for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and in the 
corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily 
I say unto you, they have received their award. But thou, 
when thou prayest, enter into thine inner chamber, and 
having shut thy door, pray to the Father who is in secret, 
and the Father who seeth in secret, shall recompense thee. 
And in praying use not vain repetitions, as the Gentiles do; 
for they think that they shall be heard for their much speak- 
ing. Be not therefore like unto them; for your Father know- 


35 








¥. 
—o 

















er ee 


eth what things ye have need for, before ye ask him.” 

Indeed, their religion was religion in action. It was an in- 
herent part of their inner lives to walk in the ways of God. 
not because they were afraid, but rather, because they really 
wanted to do so. 

It is doubtful that ever a day passed that they were not 
in communion with God, silently giving their thanks and 
asking for guidance to see the right, and the strength to do 
the right. 

They believed in life after death. We cannot see beyond 
the veil, but we can rest with full assurance that their reward 


was great. 
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WILLIAM ZACHARY FERGUSON AND 
EPHIA BELLZORA BROWN 


By Z. Garland Ferguson 


On the banks of the Arkansas river near Argenta, now 
North Little Rock, Arkansas, William Zachary Ferguson 
(later known as ‘“Zack’’) was born on December 19, 1867, 


the first child of James Wiley and Mary Elizabeth (Betsy 


Jones) Ferguson. When an infant his energetic, ambitious 


and adventurous young parents traveled northward by wag- 


on and team searching new country for a location to settle 
and raise a family. 

In the early spring of 1868, after an arduous trip of 125 
miles through the hills and rugged Ozark Mountains fight- 
ing the elements of snow, sleet, rain and cold, they found 
their dream location at a place called Tyler Bend, on Buf- 
falo river, Searcy county, Arkansas. 


Early in life Zack experienced the hard work required 
for livelihood in the Ozarks. His early training and kind 
parental guidance set a pattern for his life of love and de- 
votion to his family with the high ideals of honesty, integ- 
rity, sobriety, thrift and hard work. Formal education was 
limited. This serious minded young man attended the local 
coun‘ry schools and took high school work at Rally Hill 
Academy, Boone county, then he was certified as a school 
teacher. 

After a period of courtship, chen called sparking, Wil- 
liam Zachary Ferguson, on March 8, 1894, was united in 
matrimony to Ephia Bellzora Brown, born October 26, 
1871, St. Joe, Arkansas, the daugh:er of Reverend Elisha 
Rafe Brown and Mary Easter Hamby. 

School teaching was coupled with farming for a couple 
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of years, Then this young couple moved from Lane Bend 
community in October, 1899, to Calf Creek, Blanco com- 
munity, where Zack had purchased land. Here he turned 
all efforts to agricul.ure and livestock and within the next 
two decades acquired several hundred acres of land. 

As a husband and parent he was gentle, kind, consider- 
ate, but firm. Zack’s entire life was tied up with family, 
neighbors, and friends and he was always willing to lend a 
helping hand. Life had its trials, <ribulations and misfor- 
tunes, but not without rewards and he enjoyed it in a large 
measure. He was a confessed christian and lived by stand- 
ards of the Great Book and the Masonic Order, in which 
he was an accive member, until death, April 24, 1941, at 
home on Calf creek, Searcy county, Arkansas. With the 
calm religious influence of Effie they instilled in their child- 
ren the high ideals of the Golden Rule. 

FERGUSON, Mr. and Mrs. William Zachary, Marshall, 

Arkansas. 
1. Evans, Mr. and Mrs. Carl, Snowball, Arkansas 
1. Velma Lillian 2. Melvin Carl 
2. Ferguson, Mr. and Mrs. James Elisha, RFD, Leslie, 
Arkansas. 
1. Daniel, Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Atlis, 910 Forrest Ave. 
Wynne, Arkansas 
1. Barbara Marie 
2. Steen, Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Chester, Marshall, Ark. 
1. Conna Glenn 2. Ricky Don 
3. Ferguson, Mr. and Mrs. William Sparlin, Clinton, 
Ark, 
1. Sharon Elizabe-h 2. Stephen William 
4. Ferguson, Mr. and Mrs. David Jackson, Beloit, 


Wisconsin 
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1. David Allen 2. Victoria Ruth 
3. Dorothy Marie i} 
5. Ferguson, Mr. and Mrs. James Vance, Marshall, i 
Ark, 
1. Kenneth Warren 
6. Ferguson, Mr. Lee Dale, RFD, Leslie, Ark. 
3. Ferguson, Miss Clara Emily, Marshall, Ark. 


4. Ferguson, Miss Mary Elizabeth, Marshall, Ark. 
5. Ferguson, Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Jackson, Route 6, 
Box 53, North Little Rock, Ark. 
6. Ferguson, Mr..and Mrs. Thomas Berton, 216 Boston, i 
Okemah, Oklahoma i 
1. Ferguson, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Franklin, in USA i 
_ Military Service 
1. Cynthia Marie 
7. Ferguson, Mr. and Mrs. Zachary Taylor, Route 1, 
Box 90, Okmulgee, Oklahoma 
8. Ferguson, Mr. and Mrs. Z. Garland, 330 Barton vee 
Evanston, Illinois 
9. Horton, Mr. and Mrs. Ovel, Dongola, Pein ) 
1. William Ovel 2. Jackson Wayne i 
3. Thomas Earl. 4, Zebulon Taylor. i 
»10. Daughter, stillborn, December 17, 1913. 
11. Ferguson, Mr. and Mrs. Earl E. 2417 Carlton Way, | 
- Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
1. Johnel Phelps 2. Janice Caryn } 
Yo this union were born eleven children: | 
1. Mertie Lillian Ferguson was born November 26, 1894, 
at Lane Bend, Duff, Arkansas..On December 31,1916, she 
married Carl Evans, born February 18, 1894, son of Joseph 
Calhoun Evans and Emma Martin. Fer! is a farmer, stock- 
man and ex-school teacher.. 
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1. Velma Lillian Evans-was born February 13, 1923. 
2. Melvin Carl Evans was born March 22, 1934. He 
attended the University of Arkansas and served in the 
U. S. Navy from September 23, 1933 to September 
17, 1957, as Aviation Mechanic and his tour of duty 
took him to the various Pacific Islands. 

2. James Elisha Ferguson was born April 28, 1896, at 
Lane Bend, Arkansas. He attended Western Grove Acad- 
emy, Draughons Business College and is a farmer, stock- 
man and ex-eacher. He served in the U. S. Navy during 
the First World War, enlisted November 14, 1917, Sepa- 
rated August 1, 1919. Served on the USS Levithan and on 
the Flagship of the Atlantic Fleet, the USS New Mexico. 
He was married February 16, 1920, <o Dortha Elfa Ruff, 
daughter of Dr. Sparlin Pinkney Ruff and Nancy Elizabeth 
Taylor, born June 1, 1900, at Gourd Creek, near Snowball, 
Arkansas. 

1. Hilda Marie Ferguson was born June 7, 1921, at 
Marshall, Arkansas. She atcended Marshall High 
school and Jackson’s School of Business. She was mar- 
ried on October 11, 1943, to Alvin Atlis Daniel, born 
November 13, 1914. He attended Arkansas Tech and 
the University of Arkansas (B. S. and M. S.). He is 
teacher of Vocational Agriculture and official of the 
Cross County Peach Growers Association, Wynne, 
Arkansas. He served in the U. S. Army Medical Corps 
during World War II from February 14, 1941, to 
October 1, 1945, in the Aleutian Islands. 

1. Barbara Marie Daniel, born October 30, 1946, 

Russellville, Arkansas. She is a grade school student 

at Wynne, Arkansas. 
2. Effie Elda Ferguson was born March 4, 1923 at 
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Bear Creek, Marshall, Arkansas. She attended Mar- 
shall High School and Jackson’s School of Business. 
On October 10,1942, she was married to Glenn Chest- 
er Steen, born January 5, 1914. He is Superintendent 
for Harris Wrecking Company, Cleveland, Ohio. A 
son of John Robert Steen and Syrena Prescova Fox, 
Searcy county, Arkansas. They own and operate the 
Chicken Grill, Marshall, Arkansas. 

1. Conna Glenn Steen, September 18, 1952. 

2. Ricky Don Steen, August 26, 1953. 
3. William Sparlin Ferguson was born May 9, 1925, 
Marshall, Arkansas. He attended Marshall High 
School, University of Arkansas (B. S.) and is County 
Supervisor U. S. Farm Home Administration, Clinton, 
Arkansas. Served in the U. S. Navy during World 
War II, Augus: 9, 1943 to April 25, 1946. Tour of 
duty in the Pacific from Guadalcanal on the south to 
Tiensen, China on the north, with major Naval en- 
gagements at Leyte, Lindgagen Gulf and Okinawa. 
Married April 18, 1953, to Donna Cornelia Smith, 
born January 7, 1934, daughter of Ernest Marion 
Smith and Ruby Rachel Hunnicutt. 

1. Sharon Elizabeth Ferguson, April 1, 1954, Lit- 

tle Rock, Arkansas. 

2. Stephen William Ferguson, August 20, 1957, 

Harrison, Arkansas. 
4. David Jackson Ferguson, July 16, 1932, Calf Creek 
near Snowball, Arkansas. Attended the Leslie High 
School, now attending school in Wisconsin. Served 
during the Korean War in the U. S. Army from April 
21, 1951, to April 21, 1954. Major Military engage- 
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ment in Korea where wounded and awarded the Pur- 
ple Heart. Married January 25,1954, to Betsy Marie 
Chrisman, Born April 2, 1933, daughter of Roscoe 
Riley Chrisman and Ruth Isabelle Reginold. 
1. David Allen Ferguson, November 8, 1954, 
Wichita, Kansas. 
2. Victoria Ruth Ferguson, November 4, 1955, . 
Wichita, Kansas. « 
3. Doro. hy Marie Ferguson, March 28, 1959, 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas. 
5, James Vance Ferguson, August 15, 1935, Calf 
Creek near Snowball, Arkansas. Attended Leslie High 
School and the University of Arkansas. Handles 
Commercial Sales and Service for Patton Dairy Com- 
pany, Harrison, Arkansas. Married May 8, 1954, to 
Roberta Watts, born June 11, 1936, daughter of Clois 
Allen Wat.s and Ethel Bernice Medley. 
1 Kenneth Warren Ferguson, March 20, 1958, 
Harrison, Arkansas. 
6. Lee Dale Ferguson, born December 29, 1943, on 
Calf Creek near Snowball, Arkansas. Attends High 
School at Leslie, Arkansas. 
3. Clara Emily Ferguson, born July 9, 1898 near Duff, 
Arkansas. (Silverhill) and attended local schools. She is 
active in church and community affairs and helps care 
for her aged mother. Resides at Marshall, Arkansas. 
4, Mary Elizabeth Ferguson, born January 25, 1900, at 
Calf Creek near Snowball, Arkansas. She a.tended local 
schools and is active in community and church affairs. 
She resides at Marshall, Arkansas, and helps look after 
her aged mother. 
5. Ernest Jackson Ferguson, born November 11, 1901, 
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at Calf Creek near Snowball, Arkansas. Atiended the 


“Snowball High School, Draughons Business College and 


had: special mechanical training at Kansas City, Missouri. 
He is employed in the U. S. Post Office, Little Rock, 
Arkansas. He is an ex-school teacher, farmer and poultry 
specialist. He setved in the U. S.-Army from 1931 to 
1932, in the Field Artillery, also during World War II 


in she U. S. Naval Seabees from June 6, 1942 to August 


24, 1945, and was on combat duty for 19 months in the 
far Pacifi Islands. On September 5 5, 1937 he married 


Margaret Chappel Rains, born October 16, 1907, daugh- 
ter. of James Filmore Rains and Virginia Shaan Craig. 
She attended Arkansas State College and the University 
of Arkansas. _ 

6. Thomas Berton Ferguson, Lise Nevambep 24, 1903, 
-at. Calf Creek near Snowball, Arkansas. He attended 


local schools and i is a farmer and stockman at Okemah, 
Oklahoma. On February 19, 1933, he married Delpha 


Louisa Scott, born. -November 2, 1905, at Manes Town 


near Snowball, Arkansas, . the alesteiee of James Scot: 


and Dora Holsted, She died April 22, 1942. 


“1. Albert Franklin Ferguson, born. June 20, 1934, at 
_ Calf Creek near Snowball, Arkansas. He aftessiodk the 
Bearden High School and Oklahoma A. & M. He 
entered the U. S. Navy on July 7, 1954. He served 


_. two years in the Hawaiian Islands and is again in Mili- 
_. tary service. On February 18, 1956, he married. Shir- 
__ ley Andrade, the daughter of Garee Tavares Andrade 
«se ancdlda Mase she was born January 1, 1937, at La, 


enchning Maui, Territory of Hawaii. 
iett: Cynchias Marie Ferguson, born Metobes 27, 
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1957, Lahaina Maui, Territory of Hawaii. 

6A. Thomas Berton Ferguson (See 6 above) married 
Jewel Parthina Kelly, the daughter of Al Berty Kelly and 
Roxie Bell Trea: on October 2, 1943. She was born Feb- 
ruary 9, 1926, in Searcy county, Arkansas. 

2. Shirley Bert Ferguson, born August 7, 1944, and 

died at birth. 
7. Zachary Taylor Ferguson, was born January 27, 1906, 
at Calf Creek near Snowball, Arkansas. He attended 
Northwestern State College (B. S.) and Oklahoma A. 
& M. (M. S.). He is a professor at Oklahoma S:ate Uni- 
versity and previously taught in high schools and grade 
schools in Arkansas and Oklahoma. He served in both 
the Atlantic and Pacific in the U. S. Navy during World 
War II from May 24, 1942, to November 21, 1945. On 
June 9, 1946, he married Sada Agnes Montgomery, born 
June 9, 1906, daughter of Joseph Thomas Montgomery 
and Lenna Mae Barnet. She received B. S. and M. S. 
Degrees from Oklahoma A & M and is an instructor 
at Oklahoma State University. 
8. Zebulon Garland Ferguson, born October 10, 1908. 
at Calf Creek near Snowball, Arkansas. He attended 
Southwestern Sta-e College, Weatherford, Oklahoma: 
Draughons Business College, University of St. Louis and 
majored in Business Administration. He is a traveling 
man engaged in insurance sales and management, actively 
engaged in the finance and oil business and is an ex- 
school teacher. On June 21, 1941, he married Content 
Bangs, born February 6, 1914, New London, Iowa, the 
daughter of the late William Henry Bangs and Laura 
Edna Weller. She attended Parsons College, Fairfield, 
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Iowa; Gregg College, Chicago, Illinois, and worked as a 

secretary of Traffic Representative. 

9. Martha Jane Ferguson was born November 25 » 1D10, 
at Calf Creek near Snowball, Arkansas. She attended 
local schools and on November 5, 1935, married Ovel 
Horton, born March 23, 1915, the son of Isaac William 
Horton and Flossie Blair. He is a farmer and stockman. 

1. William Ovel Horton was born March 3, 1938, 

_ near Snowball, Arkansas. He graduated from the Mar- 

shall High School. He is employed in Marshall, Ar- 

_ kansas. 

2. Jackson Wayne Horvon was born February 20, 
1942, at Calf Creek near Snowball, Arkansas. He is at- 
tending the Marshall High School. 
3. Thomas Earl Horton was born January 22, 1944, 
at Calf Creek near Snowball, Arkansas, and is attend- 
ing Marshall High School. 
4. Zebulon Taylor Horton was born October 24, 
1949, a. Harrison, Arkansas, and attends the Marshall 
Public School. 
10. Daughter, stillborn, December 17, 1913. 
_ 11. Earl Ebed Ferguson was born April 12, 1915, at Calf 
Creek near Snowball, Arkansas. He received his B. S. 
Degree from Northeastern State College, Tahlequah, 
_ Oklahoma, and did graduate work at Oklahoma A. & M. 


_ He is a traveling representative handling management 


‘ : and sales of oil chemicals and allied products. He is an 
ex-school teacher and coach. On December 27, 1952 


he married Nelda Untercurcher Phelps, the daughter of 
Robert Untercurcher and Irene Meyers. She was born 
February 23, 1924, and attended Oklahoma A. & M. 
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1. Johnel Phelps Ferguson was born October 2,-1944, 
at Okemah; Oklahoma. She was adopted by Earl in 
January, 1953, and atvends Oklahoma City Public 
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“2, Janice Caryn Ferguson was born February -18, 


4956; at’ Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
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THE FAMILY OF MARTHA MOXINA FERGUSON 
AND ISAAC JONES 


By Margarette Jones Blackwood 


Martha was born November 15, 1870, and was married 
to Isaac Jones at an early age. They lived their entire lives 
as farmers. Seldom have any couple worked as hard as they. 
Their reward was a good family, lots of friends, enough of 
the necessi.ies of life, and satisfaction at a job well done. 

They spent a number of years farming at Calf Creek in 
Searcy county. Those years were difficult ones due some- 
what to the overflowing of the creek during the flood times 
in spring and summer. Fences were washed away and grow- 
ing crops destroyed at various vimes causing extra back- 
breaking work. 

At this period there was a general migration to the Indian 
Territory (now Oklahoma). Many people moved there 
and leased Indian lands on which to raise cotton. Marcha 
and Isaac decided to try their fortune there and spent sev- 
eral years largely growing cotton in the West, bu: found 
the usual hard work attended by enough hard luck to make 
their fortune fruitless. Finally after three srips to the Ter- 
ritory they permanently cast their lot in Arkansas and 
farmed as usual, finally winding up their lives ac Snowball, 
Arkansas, at an advanced old age well past four score years. 

Their family is as follows: 

1. Lora Jones, born January 30, 1891, was married to 

Oma Piatt, October 3, 1909. He died December 13, 

1950. Lora now lives at Snowball, Arkansas. Her Child- 


ren are: 


1. Cecil Piatt, born May 20, 1911, was married to Dell 
Spurlock and they have one child: 


47 





ee a 


SS NS See ee 


7 


SS ae 


1. James Piatt, born June 12, 1938. 
2. Lavern Piatt, born December 21, 1913, and died in 
March, 1914. 
3. Leslie Piatt, born May 23, 1917. Was married to 
Dallas Glouton.- Their four children are: 
1. Billy Piatt, born May 31, 1938. 
2. Georgia Piatt, Born September 29, 1939. 
3. Margaret Piatt, born September 19, 1941. 
4. Helen Faye Piatt, age 14 years. 
4, Earlene Piatt, born February 13, 1922. Was mar- 
ried to Clark Draper and they have three children: 
1. Charles Draper, born March 18, 1944. 
2. Clarke Jean Draper, born August 23, 1947. 
3. Clark Draper, Jr., born June 9, 1949. 
2. Oscar Jones was born August 19, 1894, and was mar- 
ried to Iva Ellen Turney, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joe 


‘Turney, prominent pioneers of Snowball, Arkansas. At 


this writing Oscar and Iva are retired in their splendid 

modern home at Harrison, Arkansas. They have two 

children: 
1. Iva Lavina Jones, born November 1, 1923. She is 
married to Jack McCormick, son of a pioneer family 
of Boone county. They live ac Harrison, Arkansas. 
Lavina holds a B. S. Degree from the University of 
Arkansas. 
2. Margarette Lena Jones, born March 6, 1925, is 
married to Leon C. Blackwood. Margarette holds the 
M. A. degree from George Peabody College and Leon 
holds the M. A. degree from the University of Arkan- 
sas. They both teach school at Western Grove, Ar- 
kansas. Leon is superintendent. They have one child: 


1. Melvin Ross Blackwood, born June 9, 1953. 
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3. Valona Jones was born February 27, 1897, and was 


married to Carl Phillips on May 31, 1916. Their six 
children were born in the Snowball, Arkansas, commun- 
ity where they lived at the time of Carl’s death on May 
13, 1938. 
1. Carrie Phillips was born August 14, 1917. She was 
married on November 8, 1939, to Harlen Snow of 
Snowball, died on January 14, 1949. Carrie remarried 
in April, 1950, to Jerry Kronberg, and they live in 
California. 
2. Clifford Phillips was born on November 8, 1919, 
and married Lyndell Bohannon. They have two child- 
ren: 
1. Phillis Lyn Phillips, born October 7, 1947. 
2. Ronald Cliff Philliphs, born October 17, 1950. 


Clifford is employed by Western Electric and is Super- 
visor over an area in Southwestern California. They 
live at Long Beach, California. 
3. Venita Phillips, born July 23, 1922. Was married 
January 17, 1942, to Vilas Taylor of Snowball, Arkan- 
sas. They have three children: 

1. Gary Taylor, born July 10, 1948. 

2. Larry Taylor, born January 29, 1950. 


3. Robbie Taylor, born Auust 7, 1953. 

Both Venica and Vilas helped in the World War II. 
She served as telephone operator and he in the Mer- 
chant Marines. Vilas has employment in Sacramento, 
California. 

4. Eual Phillips was born July 18, 1927, and on July 
5, 1950, married Zorita Wilson, Leslie, Arkansas Eual 
is now employed in Memphis, Tennessee. The Child- 
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ren are: prusV .6 
1. Lisa Frances Phillips, born September 6, 1956. 
2. Jeffery Phillips, born October 8, 1958. 
5. Hubert Phillips, born June 25, 1929, and on Aug- 
ust 22, 1949, married Shirley McElroy, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim McElroy of Snowball. Hubert is 
with the Home Building Project, and at present em- 
ployed at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri. The children 
are: 
1. James H. Phillips, born May 14, 1950. 
2. Darlene Phillips, born August 20, 1952. 
6. Quindora Phillips, born November 13, 1934, was 
married on December 4, 1953, to Verl Sanders, son 
of Jim and Jessie Sanders. Verl has been a contractor 
for a number of years with the Grape Industries in 
various places in California. They have two children: 
1. Susan Sanders, born July 23, 1955. 
2: Carla Sanders, born September 2, 1956. 
Velona Jones Phillips was later married to Dick Sherril 
of Snowball, Arkansas. They now reside in a splendid 


home they have recently purchased in Marshall, Ark. 


4. James Garland Jones was born July 10, 1899, and 
was married to Grace Drewry, August 29,1920. They 
have eight children: 
1. Garvin Lee Jones, May. 20, 1922. Married Lucille 
~ Phillips in February, 1948. At chis time Garvin and 
family are stationed at Jacksoriville, Florida, attending 
Navy school. They have three children: 
1. Vernie Lee Jones. 
2. Shirley Jones. 
3. Janet Jones. 
2. James Garland Jones, Jr., was born January 16, 
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1924. He was in World War II and received the Pur- 
ple Heart for wounds when U. S. S. Lexington was 
destroyed. Transferred to Air Force in 1950. At pres- 
ent Master Sergeant James G. Jones , Jr., is stationed 
a: San Angelo, Texas. 
3. Gerald Mitchell Jones, born December 12, 1925. 
Married Anna Belle Palmer in 1950. He has been with 
the Navy since 1944, and is now stationed at San 
Diego, California. They have three children: 

1. Barbara Jones. 

2. Johnny Jones. 

3. Gerald Jones, Jr. 
4 Paul Isaac Jones, born September 22, 1928. Mar- 
ried Jo Ann Hardage in 1952. He served four years 
in the Navy during «he Korean War. He is now em- 
ployed at Westville, Oklahoma. They have three 
children: 

1. Neita Lou Jones. 

2. Paula Jones. 


3. Sandra Jones. 
5. Billy Oscar Jones, born January 31, 1931. Served 
three years in Korean War. He is now employed in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
6. Francis Doyle Jones, born February 18, 1933. Mar- 
ried Lorine Morris in 1954. He served three years in 
the Air Force. He is employed in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
They have one child: 

1. Francis Jones, Jr. 
7. Arizona Grace Jones, born July 19, 1937. She was 
married to James Penland in 1955. They are now lo- 
cated at Dutch Mills, Arkansas, where James is Pastor 
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of the Liberty Baptist church. They have two children: 
1. Jimmy Penland 
2. Tommy Penland. 
8. George W. Jones, born February 7, 1940. He 
joined the Navy in 1957, completed Naval school at 
San Diego, and at this time is aboard U. S. S. Aircraft 
Carrier Preston. - 
5. Martha Jones, born January 13, 1904, and died in 
August, 1957. She was married to Tom Turney, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Turney of Snowball, Arkansas. There 
are three children: 
1. Tommy Mae Turney, born July, 1921. She was 
married to Les Grooms, who died in the early 1950’s. 
She is operating a res:aurant in Wichita, Kansas. 
2. J. A. Turney, born December, 1925. Married, 
Orphea Sullens of Witts Springs, Arkansas. He served 
overseas during World War II, and is now a farmer 
and stockman. They have one child: 
1. Thomas Eddie Turney. 
3. Anna Grace Turney, born December, 1927, was 
married to T. L. Hendrix, Jr. She has a B. S. degree 
in education and he is a graduate from Arkansas Tech, 
Russellville, Arkansas. They both presently teach in 
the Western Grove, Arkansas, schools. They have one 
child: 
1. Martha Ann Hendrix, born July 18, 1959. 
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THE FAMILY OF SARAH JANE FERGUSON AND 
ELISHA R. BROWN 


By James E. Brown 


Sarah Jane Ferguson, the third child of James Wiley and 
Mary Elizabeth Ferguson, was born October 23, 1872, 
died August 23, 1901. 


She grew up in the pioneer way of the hills and had the 
usual oppor-unities of others around her. She obtained a 
good education for the time and place. Instead of following 
the tradition of teaching school she got married at an early 
age to Elisha R. Brown, son of one of the early settlers. 

She was very ambitious, especially for her children. Both 
she and Elisha, at all times, tried to inspire the children to 
become upright citizens, and due, no doubs, in a good 
measure to their influence, the progeny, children and grand 
children have attained substantially to their ideals. 

Their family is as follows: 

1. James Elisha Brown, born August 4, 1889, married 

Margaret Hanson, Sheridan, Wyoming, on April 3, 

1915. To chem were born six children: 

1. James Emerson Brown, December 13 , 1918, mar- 
ried Myrtle Wheeler on Noember 25, 1948. They live 
in Palo Alto, California. They have three children: 
1. Patsy Brown, December 12, 1945, 
2. Martha Elaine Brown, October 30, 1951. 
3. James Edward Brown, September 24, 1958. 
2. Ruth Margaret Brown, born May 18, 1920, was 
married to Ray Crownover, October 4, 1941. They 
have four children, and live in Spokane, Washington. 
1. Donna Ruth Crownover, June 10, 1946. 
2. James Ray Crownover, July 15, 1947. 
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3. William Rober: Crownover, June 3, 1951. 

4. Roger Edward Crownover, February 19, 1957. 
3. Jackson Wiley Brown, born December 16, 1921, 
married Anne Parrish on February 7, 1957. They 


have one son and live at Govan, Washington. 
1. Raymond Matthew Brown, November 23, 1958. 


4. Mary Margaret Brown, born February 25, 1925. 
She died of a streptococcus infection at the age of four 
months, June 12, 1925. 
5. Martha Jane Brown, born May 6, 1927, was mar- 
ried to Mellville B. Jarvis, on Ocsober 24, 1954. They 
have two children and live in Spokane, Washington. 
1. Clark Emerson Jarvis, born July 20, 1955. 
2. Sandra Ann Jarvis, May 29, 1957. 
6. Doris Jean Brown, born September 29, 1928, and 
was married to Elmo Alvin Omohundro in February, 
1950. They live at Fayetteville, Arkansas, and have 
four children: 
1. Thomas Alvin Omohundro, February 23, 1951. 
2. Margaret Ann Omohundro, June 22, 1952. 
3. Robert James Omohundro, December 7, 1954. 
4. Bonnie Jean Omohundro, May 17, 1957. 
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1. Willie Jackson Holder, born July 13, 1911. He 
was a farmer and a mechanic, married to Donna Pyle. 
They had no children and he died October 22, 1953. 
2. Alta C. Holder, born March 20, 1913. She was a 
beauty operator, married to Homer Davis, a farmer. 
They have one daughter: 

1. Cathy Jane Davis, born November 17, 1949. 
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3. Nell holder, born May 5, 1915, has a Masters de- 
gree in education and is a home economics teacher at 
E. High School, Wichita, Kansas. 
4. R. C. Holder, born June 2, 1917, married Gwen 
Promow. He has a business college education and is 
in the insurance business. She has a college degree. 
5. Sibyl C. Holder, born January 27, 1920, married 
to Gordon Koelling, who is in the oil business. They 
have one son: 

1. Wesley Gordon Koelling, born February 18, 

1956. 
6. Florence L. Holder, born April 6, 1922, has a col- 
lege degree. She married Roy B. Smith, Chief Radio 
man, U. S. N. They have two daughcers: 

1. Janet Loucele Smith, born July 25, 1948. 

2. Dana Sue Smith, born November 14, 1953. 
7. Jane Holder, born July 8, 1925. She has a college 
degree, is a school teacher, married to Fred Phelps, a 
speech teacher. He has a Masters degree and is now 
working on a Doctors degree. They have two daught- 
ers: 

1. Michael Fredrick Phelps, born June 8, 1951. 

Elizabeth Ann Phelps, born May 28, 1955. 
8. James H. Holder, born February 25, 1928. He has 
a Masters degree, is a ‘eacher and ball coach. He is 
married to Jeanne Hale, who is also a teacher with a 
college degree. They have one daughter: 
~ 1. Deborah Lynn, born July 4, 1951. 
9. Dennis Brown Holder, born May 9, 1932. He is 
a radio and television technician. He married Lois 
Darnell and they have one daughter: 

1. Lois Denetta Holder, born April 11, 1957. 
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10. Daphene Holder, born March 17, 1937, is mar- 
ried to Kenneth Wayne Furra, who is now in the air 
force. They have two children: 
1. Kenneth Wayne Furra, Jr., born September 24, 
1957. 
2. Lana Daphene Furra, born September 6, 1959. 
3. Manie Brown was born September 29, 1894, and was 
married to Lewis C. Tilley of Marshall, Arkansas, on May 
30, 1912. They now live at Harrison, Arkansas. Their 
children are: 
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1. Rachel Almeda Tilley, born at Marshall, Arkansas, 
on March 29, 1913. She has a degree in education 
from Conway, and teaches in the Harrison, Arkansas, 
schools. She was married to Loss W. Hickman, who 
was later taken by untimely death. They have one son: 

1. William Albert Hickman, born January 4, 1947. 
2. L. C. Tilley, Jr., was born September 19, 1918, at 
Harrison, Arkansas, and finished his education at Val- 
ley Springs, Arkansas. He married Mildred Ruble of 
Harrison, Arkansas, and they live at Harrison. Their 
children are: 

1. Lewis Carl Tilley, born April 15, 1942. 

2. Mary Jane Tilley, born April 10, 1945. 

3. Judith Ann Tilley, born June 10, 1950. 
3. Lewis Brown Tilley was born January 30, 1924, at 
Everton, Arkansas. He got his college training at 
Clarksville and the University of Arkansas. He was a 
pilot in the Navy and later got his degree in medicine 
at Lictle Rock, and is now a practicing physician at El 
Dorado, Arkansas. He married Faye Bryan, of Harri- 
son, and they have three children: 

1. Steven Bryan Tilley, born March 4, 1947. 
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2. Roger Lewis Tilley, born September 4, 1953. 
3. Jill Tilley, born March 19, 1959. 
4. James Vance Tilley, born at Western Grove, Ar- 
kansas, March 21, 1930. Received his education at 
Valley Springs, Arkansas, and has made the army his 
career. He married Pearl Mallet of Harrison, Arkan- 
sas, and they have four children: 
1. Patricia Dianne Tilley, born July 16, 1952. 
2. Jimmie Sue Tilley, born Sepsember 5, 1953. 
3. James Benjamin Tilley, born December 24, 1955 
4. Larry Allen Tilley, born October 17, 1958. 
James Vance Tilley and his family are now stationed 
in Germany. 
4. Almeda Jane Brown was born January 29, 1896, and 
died October 10, 1954. She taught school for some time 
when a girl and was later married to Abner Casey in 
Searcy county, Arkansas. They had five children: 
1. Buford A. Casey, born July 7, 1917, at Moore, 
Newton county, Arkansas. His education includes the 
M. A. in Business Administration a: Harvard. He later 
completed work for Ph. D. at Ohio State in 1957. He 
married Vera Elizabeth Miller and they have the fol- 
lowing children: 
1. Daniel Abner Casey, August 16, 1946. 
2. Camelle Elizabeth Casey, March 6, 1951. 
3. Crysta Ester Casey, May 26, 1952. 
4. David Willard Casey, May 13, 1955. 
At the present time Buford is teaching at the Univer- 
sity of Texas and lives at 4603 Sinclair Avenue, Aus- 
tin, Texas. 
2. Melba Almeda Casey was born at Sugar Grove, Log- 
an county, Arkansas, July 20, 1918. Her education 
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covers the B. A. She taught in public schools, was mar- 
ried to Norman T. Pirkey, Roanoke, Virginia. They 
have two children: 

1. Emily Jane Pirkey, March 24, 1947. 

2. Tracey Ellen Pirkey, July 16, 1950. 


3. James W. Casey was born at Bates, Scott county, 
Arkansas, August 7, 1919. Was nine years old when 
the family moved to Virginia. He has a degree from 
Bridgewater College. Did office work and taught in 
high schools in Virginia. Present address: Bridgewat- 
er, Virginia. Not married. 
4. Harry Brown Casey was born at Norman, Mont- 
gomery county, Arkansas, August 19, 1921. Attended 
Bridgewater College. Served in Navy during World 
War II. Married Virginia Ruth Fawley and they have 
four children as follows: 

1. Harry Brown Casey, Jr., November 7, 1942. 

2. Robert Ellis Casey, October 28, 1943. 

3. Cynthia Dianne Casey, March 26, 1953. 

4. Richard Fawley Casey, January 27, 1955. 


Harry Brown Casey died August 8, 1957, at Coving- 
ton, Virginia, where he was engaged in the insurance 
business. The family still lives at Covington. 
5. Wilma Gene Casey was born at Hot Springs, Ar- 
kansas, April 19, 1926. She attended the public 
schools and Bridgewater College. Married to James M. 
Warren, 3d., and they live at Roanoke, Virginia. They 
have the following children: 

1. Frank Sublett Warren, March 15, 1951. 

2. Jane Lackland Warren, September 14, 1953. 

3. James M. Warren, 4th, April 20, 1956. 
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5. At the time of Sarah Jane Brown’s death, August 23, 

1901, a son was born and only lived a few days. He was 

unnamed. 

The progeny of Sarah Jane Ferguson at the present time 
is five children, twenty-five grandchildren, and forty-seven 
great grandchildren. All but five are living. : 


a 
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THE FAMILY OF ANDREW JACKSON FERGUSON 
AND LEE ANN MAYS FERGUSON 


Andy, when a young man, had a venture in the then, 
Wild West. He spent a period of time somewhere in the 
cattle country of Texas and the Indian Territory. 

Soon after returning home Andy took up school teaching 
and taught school for several years. During this time he and 
Lee Ann Mays, daughter of Uncle Billy Mays, were married, 
and Andy continued for a time at the mixed life of farm- 
ing and school teaching. He would teach a summer term of 
school after the crops of corn and cotton were laid by and 
after the fall harvest he would teach a winter term. As said 
elsewhere, Andy was a superior teacher and was liked bv 
both pupils and parents. 

Andy was noted for his good nature and big heartedness. 
Talk to those who have been his neighbors and you will hear 
nothing but the warmest praise for both him and Lee Ann. 
They were truly neighbors of the right kind. 

Soon after Andy quit teaching he and Lee Ann took 
their growing family to Oklahoma where they became full 
time farmers and raised co:ton on quite an extensive basis. 
A few years of this and they re.urned to Arkansas to stay. 

Tragedy has struck Andy’s family a number of times. 
The loss of four children through accidents and death and 
Lee Ann’s untimely death were severe blows, but Andy, 
though saddened, retained his sense of balance and is today 
in his 84th year, still the same old, good natured, smiling 
Andy as of the years long gone by. He has been very greatly 
blessed by finding a companion in his second wife, Sarah 
Jane Box, who receives high praise from all who know her. 
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Andrew Jackson Ferguson, born February 1, 1875. Mar- 
ried Lee Ann Mays, born January 11, 1878, died March 
15, 1944. They had seven children. 

1. Ura Maxenia Ferguson, born August 23, 1899, was 

married to Sanford Lay, born December 24, 1893, on 

June 20, 1914. To them have been born ten children: 


1. Willie Lay, born February 16, 1916. He has two 
children: 

1. Billie Jean Lay, daughter. 

2. Tommy Lay, son 
2. Garland Cleo Lay, born December 17, 1918. 
3. Shulamay Lay, born January 30, 1921. She has 
three children: 

1. Kennith, son. 

2. Rose Lee, daughier. 

3. Gary, son. 
4. Carl Lay, born July 21, 1923. 
5. Claude Lay, born July 5, 1925. He has three child- 
children: 

1. Jeane Lay, daughter, 10 years old. 

2. Jeffrey Lay, son, 4 years old. 

3. Landa Lay, daughter, 4 months old. 
6. Mary Leeann Lay, born October 27, 1927. 
7. Clara Jane Lay, born October 10, 1934. She has 
two children. 

1. Mike, son, 4 years old. 

2. Steve, son, 2 years old. 
8. John Audy Lay, born August 19, 1935. 
9. Ura Ruby Lay, born February 1, 1937. Has one 
child: t 
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‘1. Karen, daughter, 2 years old. 

10. James Frank Lay, born May 5, 1940. 

The information on this family is incomplete. We do 

not know to whom the girls were married, so have 

mentioned the given name only. 
2. James Audy Ferguson, born December 3, 1901. Died 
September 24, 1911. 
3. William Bailey Ferguson, born February 3, 1903. 
Married Nina Lou Swan, born March 23, 1908. Thev 
have one child: . 

1. Robert Bailey Ferguson, born November 27, 1950. 
4. Benjamin Claude Ferguson, born February 25, 1905, 


_died April 27, 1920. 


5. Edmond Cleo Ferguson, born August 3, 1908, died 
April 3, 1954. 

6. Amy Hazle Ferguson, born March 8, 1811, died Jan- 
uary 10, 1912. . . 

7. Ruby Mays Ferguson, born February 11, 1913. She 
married Evans F. Mann and to this union was born one 


© child: 


1. Barbara Jean Mann. She married Mack Siedeman 
and to this union was born one child: 
1. Vicky Lynn Siedeman. 


Barbara Jean’s second husband is William Sauro. 
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THE FAMILY OF EBED RILEY FERGUSON AND 
MARTHA MOORE FERGUSON 


By Letha Ferguson Massey 


At this writing Ebe, who was born April 13, 1877, has 
reached a little above his four score years. His life has been 
full and active. His early life dates back to the primitive 
time of the ox teams and other pioneer ways, and he no 
doubt, has many memories of things which often prove en- 
tertaining to himself and others who are fortunate enough 
to hear him relate them. 

In early manhood Ebe married Martha Moore, daughter 
of successful pioneers, John and Mrs. Moore. Ebe and 
Martha were farming in the Lane Bend on Buffalo river 
when the traegdy of death took Martha on April 25, 1900. 
The Moore’s took Garland, the surviving child, into their 
home and kept him until manhood. 


After Ebe’s loss he decided to quit farming and he and 
Zeb established a general merchandise store on Silver Hill. 
Later Ebe took over Zeb’s interest and ran the store as sole 
proprietor. 

It was during this period that Ebe became in:erested in 
one of the daughters of Pink Harris, one of the prominent 
pioneers. In due time he and Bessie were united in marriage. 

Ebe and Bess continued the store on Silver Hill for a time 
but saw a better opportunity for a store near Duff because 
of the construction of the new railroad, and so established 
a general store there during the railroad construction days. 
Later they took up farming and except for a period when 
they operated a feed store in Marshall, they have been true 
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farmers and good ones. Solid and useful citizens in full 
measure. 
To the union of Ebed Riley Ferguson and Martha Ma- 
tilda Moore were born two children: 
_1. James Thomas Ferguson, February 16, 1899. He lived 
only a few weeks. 
2. Jesse Garland Ferguson, born March 26, 1900, at 
Lane Bend, Arkansas. On June 26, 1919, he married 
Emma Mae Shipman, St. Joe, Arkansas. They have one 
“gon 
1. Jesse Ebed Ferguson, born May 1, 1921, at St. Joe. 
He married Bernice Virginia Nichols, February 15, 
1947. They have two children: 
_ 1. Jesse James Ferguson, born November 17, 1948. 
2. Robert Donald Ferguson, born October 23, 1954. 
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FAMILY OF EBED RILEY AND BESSIE 
HARRIS FERGUSON 


Ebed Riley Ferguson married Bessie Harris on March 
16, 1902. They have nine children: 

1. Allen Pinkey Ferguson, born February 17, 1903. mar- 
tied Charlene Rutherford on October 10, 1945. They 
have one child: 

1. Lynette Ferguson, born May 2, 1947. 

2. Carl Ernes: Ferguson, born September 8, 1904, 
married Bethel Smithson on September 27, 1952. 

3. Mary Elizabeth Ferguson, born March 16, 1906, was 
married to Vincent John Haremski on June 8, 1935. 
They have two chuldren: 

1. John Edward Haremski, born December 27, 1939. 

2. Martha Ann Haremski, born October 23, 1944. 
4. Zeb Ferguson, born January 15, 1904. He died June 
17, 1910. 
>. Riley Ebe Ferguson, born March 2, 1910, married 
Pauline Harris on October 19, 1935. They have three 
children: 

1. Riley Cleo Ferguson, born September 22, 1936. 

2. Mary Frances Ferguson, born August 21, 1938. 

3. James Ebe Ferguson, born November 25, 1940. 
6. Lee Mannie Ferguson, born April 10, 1912, was mar- 
ried to Ronald Mathis on October 2, 1934. He died on 
August 15, 1948. There is one child: 

1. Thomas Ebe Mathis, born February 2, 1936. 

Lee Mannie’s second marriage was to Jimmie Doy on 
February 18, 1950. 

7. Letha Myrile Ferguson, born December 1, 19 14, mar- 
tied Dewey Lee Massey on November 1, 1941. 
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8. Andrew Ruby Ferguson, born October 30, 1918, mar- 
ried Maulina Frances Hoborka on February 16, 1950. 
They have one son: 
1. Andrew Julian Ferguson, born May 8, 1952. 
9. Glenn E. Ferguson, born December 23, 1920. Glenn 
and his wife, Phyllis, had one child: 
1. Dennis Lee Ferguson, born July 27, 1943. 
Glenn’s second marriage was to Aurelia Cecillia Frances 
Gubser, on July 29, 1948. Their two children are: 
1. Linda Ann Ferguson, born September 3, 1949. 
2. Gerald Joseph Ferguson, born January 28, 1951. 


66 


THE FAMILY OF ZEBI 
AND MANIE LEE 


By Mae F 


Zebulon Vance Ferguso: 
and Mary Elizabeth (Betsy } 
26, 1879, in the Silver F 
Arkansas. He was married « 
Lee Myatt, born January 2 
Henry and Emily Pamelia \ 
Searcy County, Arkansas. 

Typically blond, standing 
red and ninety-five pounds 
sessed a powerful physique 
tended Valley Springs Ac: 
little formal education but 
versity, his keen intellect an 
possible for him a full and 
cluded farming, merchandi 
two years by appointment | 
County Judge of Searcy ci 
kansas Legislature. His late: 
ing and cattle dealing on his 
Creek, Searcy county. In 1 
Silver Hill community to t 
he entered the mercantile | 

He has been untiring in - 
family. His wife, who has sb 
continues faithful to the d 
She, too, attended Valley . 
of calmness and assurance 
her family. Her attitudes, ge 


ie> (SE) Oe ae 





THE FAMILY OF ZEBULON VANCE FERGUSON 
AND MANIE LEE MYATT FERGUSON 


By Mae Ferguson Clark. 


Zebulon Vance Ferguson, son of James Wiley Ferguson 
and Mary Elizabeth (Betsy) Jones Ferguson, was born June 
26, 1879, in the Silver Hill community, Searcy County, 
Arkansas. He was married on February 17, 1898, to Manie 
Lee Myatt, born January 26, 1880, the daughter of James 
Henry and Emily Pamelia Vinson Myatt, Duff community, 
Searcy County, Arkansas. 

Typically blond, standing six feet, and weighing one hund- 
red and ninety-five pounds, Zebulon Vance Ferguson pos- 
sessed a powerful physique in his more active years. He at- 
tended Valley Springs Academy in Boone County. With 
little formal education but schooled in hard work and ad- 
versity, his keen intellect and tremendous ability have made 
possible for him a full and varied life. His interests have in- 
cluded farming, merchandising and politics, having served 
two years by appointment and four years by election as 
County Judge of Searcy county, and two years in the Ar- 
kansas Legislature. His later years have been given to farm- 
ing and cattle dealing on his excensive acres, located on Bear 
Creek, Searcy county. In 1913 he moved his family from 
Silver Hill community to the County Seat, Marshall, where 
he entered the mercantile business. 

He has been untiring in his devotion and attention to his 
family. His wife, who has shared with him these active years, 
continues faithful to the duties of their home and family. 
She, too, attended Valley Springs Academy. With a sense 
of calmness and assurance she is a source of inspiration to 
her family. Her attitudes, gentle yet firm, reveal her strength 
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and beauty of character. Both are members of the Baptist 
church. 


To this union were born in Searcy county eleven children: 
1. Manie Mae Ferguson, B. A., ex-teacher, born Decem- 
ber 25, 1898, was married on June 20, 1928, to Herbert 
Massey Clark, master mechanic, Corinth Mississippi, son 
of the late John Samuel and Annie Leona Clark, Rienzi, 
Mississippi. 
2. James Vance Ferguson, M. D. and Surgeon, El Dora- 
do, Arkansas, born August 5, 1900, died July 8, 1934. 
3, Jess Garland Ferguson, D. D. S., and retired Lt. Col. 
U.S. Army, El Dorado, Arkansas, born August 15, 
1902, was married on May 2, 1937, to Mary Louise 
Wood, C. D. S., daughter of the late John Robert and 
Dovie Lee Wood, Arkadelphia, Arkansas. 
4. Pearl Ferguson, manager-owner E. Daniel Hdwe., 
born September 14, 1904, atcended Galloway Woman’s 
College, and was married on July 19, 1929, to Elmer 
Hatchett Daniel, merchant, deceased September 24, 
1955, son of Dr. Samuel Green Daniel and Melissa Han- 
nah Daniel, Marshall, Arkansas. To this union were born 
in Marshall, Arkansas: 
1. Samuel Vance Daniel, M. D., June 22, 1930, was 
married on June 13, 1952, to Wanda Lee Mabrey, B. 
S., teacher, daughter of F. Guy and Hazel Leonard 
Mabrey, Leslie, Arkansas. To this union has been born: 
1. Samuel Vance Daniel, Jr., September 26, 1956. 
2. Malissa Lee Daniel, July 13, 1958. 
2. Martha Grace Daniel, born December 10, 1936, 
graduate-student at the University of Houston, Texas. 
3. George Elmer Daniel, July 1, 1938, student at 
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Hendrix College, Conway, Arkansas. 

4. Charles David Daniel, July 8, 1940, high school 

senior. 

>. James Wyeth Daniel, November 10, 1948, fourth 

grade student. 
5. Nell Carol Ferguson, B. S., born August 13, 1906, 
was married on October 14, 1928, to William Kirkpat- 
tick Reid, B. S., production manager Groves Thread Co., 
Gastonio, North Carolina, son of the late James Pressly 
and Cynthia Louisa Kirkpatrick Reid, Gastonia, North 
Carolina. To this union were born in Gaston county, 
Gastonia, North Carolina: 

1. Cynthia Carolyn Reid, B. S., June 17, 1934, Social 

worker in Wyoming. Married to Francis Joseph Sva- 

lina, Rozet, Wyoming, October 31, 1959, 

2. William Kirkpatrick Reid, Jr., January 14, 1936, 

senior in Petroleum Engineering, University of Okla- 

homa. Married Sue Ellen Simpson, Russell, Kansas, 

September 26, 1959. 
6. Ruby Grace Ferguson, B. S., M. A., teacher, born July 
>, 1908, was married on May 21, 1927, to Homer L. 
Austin, B. S., teacher, son of Claude Austin and the late 
Alice Austin, Tahlequah, Oklahoma. To this union have 
been born: 

1. Alice Lee Auscin, May 5, 1930, attended Gulf Park 

College. 

2. Jane Ferguson Austin, B. S., teacher, May 2, 1933, 

was married on June 7, 1952, to George Wooden, B. 

S., coach and teacher, son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles 

Wooden, Chandler, Okla. To this union was born: 

1. Tara Jane Wooden, December 16, 1953. 
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2. Thomas Dirk Wooden, July 3, 1959. 
7. Raz Myatt Ferguson, farming interests and cattle deal- 
er, born August 26, 1910, was married on September 1, 
1934, to Anita Catherine Robinson, beautician and op- 
erator, daughter of Netiie Elizabeth Penn Robinson and 
the late John Harmon Robinson, Marshall, Arkansas. To 
this unior were born: 
1. Elizabeth Lee Ferguson, January 30, 1938, student 
at Arkansas Sta.e Teachers College, Conway, Arkansas. 
2. Richard Myatt Ferguson, March 20, 1943, Ninth 
grade student. 
8. Ralph Thomas Ferguson, born March 8, 1913, Post- 
master, Marshall, Arkansas, Chief CCM, expert rifleman 
(Seabees), overseas two and one-half years, was married 
on November 15, 1934, to Frances Richardson, who at- 
tended Arkansas State Teachers College and is a daugh- 
ter of J. Thomas and Theodrick Lockridge Richardson, 
Fordyce, Arkansas. To this union has been born: 
1. Katherine Ferguson, born November 2, 1936, at- 
tended Arkansas State Teachers College, was married 
on August 5, 1955, to Donald Mabrey Tudor, B. S.. 
in printing. son of James Russell and Lillian Elizabeth 
Massey Tudor, Marshall, Arkansas. To this union has 
been born: 
1. Tracie Frances Tudor, September 30, 1957. 
9. LaVerne Eileen Ferguson, born April 23, 1915, died 
February 7, 1930. 
10. Denva Lee Ferguson, born August 4, 1917, attended 
Hendrix College, Conway, Arkansas, died October 25, 
1943. She was married on June 8, 1936, to Harold A. 
Young, Jr., son of Harold A. Young and the late Ger- 
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trude Stephens Young, North Little Rock, Arkansas. To 
this union was born: 
1. Gertrude Ann Young, born Feburary 22, 1937, 
Junior at University of Arkansas. 
11. Betty Zeb Ferguson, ex-secretary, born October 3, 
1919, was married on June 27, 1937, to John Henry 
Williams, M. D., son of the late Thomas Charles and 
Carrie Mae Rainey Williams, Beebe, Arkansas. To this 
union has been born: 
1. Henria Marie Williams, February 10, 1939, student 
at University of Arkansas, was married on April 27, 
1957, to Charles L. Campbell, student at University of 
Arkansas, son of Harold and Ollie Mae Campbell, Eu- 
dora, Arkansas. 
2. Susan Williams, August 17, 1947, fifth grade Mar- 
shall Public School. 
3. Paricia Mae Williams, born November 15, 1948, in 
St. Louis, Missouri, fourth grade Marshall Public 
School. 
4. Betty John Williams, September 10, 1952, Mar- 
shall, Arkansas. 
5. Carrie Lee Williams, March 8, 1955, Marshall, Ar- 
kansas. 
6. Cherie Gwen Williams, April 8, 1957, Marshall, 


Arkansas. 
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FAMILY OF WILLIAM SKELTON MAYS AND 
SARAH REBECCA MAYS 


Wm. Skelton Mays, born January 28, 1852, died No- 
vember 9, 1925. 


Sarah Rebecca Baker, born November 21, 1853, died Aug- 
vst 1, 1938. 


Date of marriage— February 23, 1870. 
Children: 

John Montgomery Mays, born December 13, 1871, 
died November 29, 1956. 

Mary Emily Mays (Terrell), born March 15, 1874. 

James Franklin Mays, born November 2, 1876, died 
December 24, 1930. 

Lee Ann Mays (Ferguson), born January 11, 1878, 
died March 15, 1944. 

Geore Washington Mays, born November 19, 1880. 


Edmond Monroe Mays, born February 24, 1883, 
died November 19, 1951. 


Charlie Walter Mays, born August 31, 1886, died 
April 7, 1888. 

Buchannon Mays, born May 28, 1889, died October 
11, 1937. 


Hattie Maude Mays (Ferguson), born February 3, 
1893. 


Benjamin Tutt Mays, born August 16, 1895. 


Both Lee Ann and Hattie Maude were married into the 
Ferguson family. 
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THE FAMILY OF JIM GARLAND FERGUSON AND 
HATTIE MAUDE MAYS FERGUSON 


Jim Garland Ferguson, the youngest of eight children of 
James Wiley Ferguson and Mary Elizabeth Jones Ferguson 
was born in the Silver Hill community, Searcy County, Ar- 


kansas, on February 26, 1885. He is six feet one inch in 
height, weighs one hundred and seventy-five pounds, blond, 
blue eyes. He attended the rural schools, Marshall Academy 
and the Western Grove Academy. Then he went to Indian 
Territory (Oklahoma now) and worked on a farm at $20.00 
per month. Following this he taught a subscription school 
for eight months and had some thirty-odd pupils. Tuition 
$1.00 to $1.50 per month. Room and board cost $7.00 per 
month. His next step was ‘o take an examination for a Civil 
Service appointment. He passed the examination and was 
appointed to a one-room log house school with about equal 
number of Indian and white s.udents. His government sal- 
ary was $65.00 per month. He saved sufficient money to 
enroll at Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, Indiana. With 
these savings plus $700.00 assistance from his father, Jim 
G. spent forty-eight months at Valparaiso University. By 
working at odd jobs and tutoring, he was able to graduate 
from three courses. In addition to the three degrees con- 
ferred at Valparaiso, the Honorary Degree of Doctor of 
Laws was later conferred upon him by Wayland Baptist Col- 
lege, Plainview, Texas. ; 
Professor C. W. Thompson (deceased) of Western 


Grove Academy, a former teacher of Jim’s, persuaded him 


to head the Western Grove Academy. He did for four 


years and served one year as Superintendent of Marshall 


High School, Marshall, Ark. In the meantime he served 
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two terms as County Examiner of Searcy county. He was 
elected as a delegate to represent Searcy county in the Con- 
stitutional Convention. 

During the five years at Western Grove and Marshall, 
jim G. and wife read several volumes of law. He enrolled 
in the Arkansas Law School, Little Rock. After receiving 
his Law Degree, he passed the State Bar examination and 
was licensed. to practice law in all the Cours of the state. In 
the meantime, J. L. Bond, State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, appointed Jim to the posi.ion as Assistant State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. He served two years: 
he resigned and was elected for three consecutive <erms as 
Commissioner of Mines, Manufactures and Agriculture. 
Later he was defeated in the race for Governor. 

Instead of practicing law, he chose the insurance business. 
He has had wide experience in life, accident, and health in- 
surance. He has been an agen:, broker, manager, Vice-Presi- 
dent, Agency Director, and Executive Vice President. 

During the 1929-30 depression, Jim lost a small fortune. 
He was in debt. His position was in jeopardy. He resigned 
as Executive Vice-President of Continental Life Insurance 
Company of S:. Louis and founded the Special Premium 
Department for the Washington National Insurance Com- 
pany. He has been the Manager of this Department for 
more than twenty-six years. He is a member of the Board 
of Directors of Washington National Insurance Company. 

Jim is a thirty-second Degree Mason, Shriner, Elk, Ki- 
wanian, Baptist and Democrat. 

On June 12, 1914, Jim G. married Hattie Maude Mays 
of Gilbert, Arkansas. She was born February 3, 1893, the 
daughter of William Skelton Mays and Sarah Rebecca Bak- 


er Mays. Her parents were pioneers of Searcy county. Her 
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father was a country merchant, ginner, saw-mill and flour- 
mill operator. Hattie’s father and mother were good citizens 
and christians. Jim G. and Hattie were both fortunate in 
having such wonderful parents. 

Hattie, after finishing Leslie High School, took a Busi- 
ness Course at Draughon’s Business College. She was a 
clerk in her father’s store. 

After her marriage, she and Jim G. were always reading 
good books. When the children were in the grade and high 
school, she was active in the Parent-Teachers Association. 
She has always been active in church circles. She is a mem- 
ber of the Baptis: church and an active member of the Wo- 
man’s Club of Evanston, Illinois. 

Great credit is due her for the devotion to the rearing of 
two sons and two daughters. She has been a wonderful 
mother and is now the proud grandmother of one grandson 
and seven granddaughters. She gave the children the home 
life they needed. 

After the children were grown and away to college, she 
took an active interest in the insurance business and accom- 
panied Jim G. ‘o all sections of the United States, helping 
secure and maintain goodwill with clients from coast to 
coast. 

Too, Jim G. and Hattie have traveled in many parts of 
the world. They have given generously to Arkansas colleges, 
churches, hospitals, school libraries, and various charities. 

To Jim Garland Ferguson and Hattie Maude Mays Fetr- 
guson were born two sons and two daughters.: 

1. Winfred Lee Ferguson was born on April 3, 1915, and 

was married to Richard Allen Sinclair September 7, 1940. 

She was graduated from University City High School, 
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University City, Missouri, and aitended school at North 
park College, Chicago, and Western College, Oxford, 
Ohio. During her last year at Western College she and a 
group of college girls made a tour of Europe. She is ac- 
tive in P.-T. A. and church work. 
Richard Allen Sinclair is the son of Walter Allen Sinclair 
and Daisy Baldwin Sinclair. He was born on July 29, 
1907. He atiended school at University of Nebraska and 
Northwestern University. He has been a Vice-President 
and field representative of the Pittsburgh Waterproof 
Company. He is also an insurance representative. During 
World War II he was a technician in the Medical Corps 
and took part in the invasion of Normandy. During his 
college days he joined the Phi Delta Theta Fraternity. 
Richard Allen Sinclair and Winfred Lee Ferguson Sin- 
clair have two daughters: 


1. Carol Ann Sinclair, born May 24, 1947. 
2. Linda Lee Sinclair, born April 1, 1950. 


2. Jim Garland Ferguson, Jr., was born September 17, 


1916, Gilbert, Arkansas. He attended school at Univer- 
sity of Texas and School of Law at University of Arkan- 
sas. During World War IT he was stationed at Ft. Worth, 
Texas, and was an instructor in airplane engines. 

He grew up in the insurance business and is also in the oil 
business. 

In college he belonged to the Kappa Sigma Fraternity 
and Delta Thea Phi Law Fraternity. He served as Presi- 
dent of Kappa Sigma. 

On June 27, 1942, he married Lillian Scott Beasley, Bee- 
ville, Texas. She was born September 29, 1917, and is 
the daughter of John R. Beasley and Lillian Scott Beas- 
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ley, deceased. She is a graduate of the University of 
Texas and a member of the Kappa Kappa Gamma So- 
rority. Her grandfather, deceased, father and brother, 
John, represent three generations of lawyers at Beeville. 
Jim G. Jr., and family are members of che Presbyterian 
Church and Oak Hills Country Club of San Antonio, 
Texas. 
To this union have been born two daughters and one son: 

1. Jim Garland Ferguson III, June 6, 1943. 

2. Martha Scot: Ferguson, August 25, 1946. 

3. Kathryn Scott Ferguson, July 22, 1950. 
3. Bill Ferguson was born November 7, 1919, Little 
Rock, Arkansas. He attended school at Culver Military 
Academy, the University of Texas, and was graduated 
from the School of Law at University of Arkansas. He is 
licensed to practice law in Arkansas and Illinois. 
During World War II he volunteered for service in the 
Air Corps and served fifty months in training and active 
duty on the European battle fronts. He came out as Cap- 
tain in the Air Force. . 
He has spent most of his business life in the insurance 
and. oil business. He is a partner in the Rupp-Ferguson 
Oil Company of Wichita, Kansas. 
His college fraternity was Sigma Phi Epsilon. He is a 
member of the North Shore Country Club, Glenview, 
Illinois. 
On August 27, 1948, he married Sally Ann Bethel, Fay- 
etteville, Arkansas. She is the daughter of Claude Bethel, 
deceased, and Marjorie Mae Haslett Bethel. Her father 
was a Vice-President of Westinghouse Electric Company. 
Bill and Sally’s romance commenced while they were stu- 
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dents at the University of Arkansas. Sally was a member 


of the Delta Delta Delta Sorority. To this union have 
been born four children: 
1. Pamela Beth Ferguson, born November 21, 1951. 
2. Claude and Garland Ferguson (premature twins), 
February 23, 1955. They lived only a few hours. 
3, Wendy Ann Ferguson, September 2, 1956. 
4, Sarah Elizabeth Ferguson was born October 14, 1922, 
Little Rock, Arkansas. She was graduated from the Royce- 
more School for Girls, Evanston, Illinois. She attended 
school at the University of Texas. While there she met 
and married Lieutenant Marlin Preston Northcutt on 
February 14, 1944. He was born at Comanche, Texas, 
March 9, 1918. He is the son of Thomas James North- 
cutt and Lela Beatrice Northcutt, Comanche, Texas. Mer- 
lin Preston Northcutt was graduated from Comanche 
High School. He served over seas as pilot in World War 
II. He was in the Normandy Invasion. 
Since World War II he had a Buick dealership at Por- 
tales, New Mexico. He sold out and entered the insurance 
business. To Merlin Preston Northcutt and Sarah Eliza- 
beth Ferguson Northcutt has been born one daughter: 
1. Elizabeth Ann Norihcutt, December 8, 1944, at 
Evanston, Illinois. 
John Wesley Northcutt was one hundred years old on 
April 1, 1959, and lives at Comanche, Texas. He is the 
grandfather of Merlin Preston Northcutt. 
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THE FERGUSON ANCESTRAL LINE 
Prepared By Jim G. Ferguson 
My parents, James Wiley and Mary Elizabeth Jones Fer- 


guson, were born near Waynesville, North Carolina. Follow- 
ing the Civil War they were married and settled in Arkansas. 

My grandfather, Andrew Ferguson, was born July 6, 
1800. He married Rachel Jones, who was born December 
25, 1806. So my grandparents were Andrew Ferguson and 
Rachel Jones Ferguson. They were born and spent their 
lives in Haywood county, North Carolina. 

To this union fifteen children were born. My father was 
number thirteen. Their names as follows: 

Ebed Riley, born December 9, 1824, married Lizzie 
Fincher; Robert Marion, born July 17, 1826, married 
Louisa Murray; Andrew Jackson, born September 16, 1827, 
married Emiline Rogers; Mary Eleanor, born February 24, 
1829, married Hiram Rogers; Margaret Angeline, born Au- 
gust 6, 1830, married Francis M. Davis; Violet Cyrena, born 
September 12, 1831, married John Haynes; Frances Esther, 
born February 22, 1833, was killed by lightning June 3, 
1839; Thomas Josiah, born July 17, 1834, married Sarah 
McCracken; Nathan Jones, born January 10, 1836, was 
killed accidentally April 18, 1863; William Isaac, born June 
15, 1837, died in che Confederate service December 28, 
1861; two daughters, Matilda Carolina and Rachel Sarah, 
died in infancy; James Wiley, born May 6, 1842, married 
Betsy Jones, and made his home in Arkansas; Martha Jane, 
born May 11, 1844, married A. J. Fincher; Zachary Tay- 
lor, born April 24, 1846, married Sarah Rogers. 

Thomas Ferguson, son of Robin Ferguson and Frances 
Love Ferguson, married Mary (Polly) Jones, daughter of 
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Ebed Jones of Rush Fork. They lived at the old home place 
in Crabtree township. Their children are as follows: Ebed, 
Andrew, and Allen, all three of whom died in the Confed- 
erate army; Harrison married Ann Reeves, and made his 
home in Fines Creek; Elbert married Arbie Owen and settled 
in Fines Creek; Thomas married Harriet Duckett and made 
his home in Madison county on Spring creek; Winfield 
married Jane McCracken and settled in Crabtree township; 
Riley married Mary Emily Noland and lived in Crabtree 
township; Sarah Ann married John Reynolds of Buncombe 
county; Rachel C. Married John Reeves of Buncombe coun- 
ty; and Esther, who married D. T. J. Boyd of Jonathan’s 
creek township. 

Samuel Ferguson, the youngest son of Robin Ferguson 
and Frances Love Ferguson, married Tilda Lovingood and 
lived on Rush Fork. Eight children were born, as follows: 
Fannie married Jackson Teague of Buncombe county; Violet 
died in young womanhood unmarried; Mary Ann married 
Jesse Rogers and lived on Rush Fork; John A. married Sarah 
Ann Owen and lived on Jonachan’s creek; George F. married 
Melinda Owen and made his home in Canton; Eli married 
Cumi Massey and moved to New Jersey; Elender and Caro, 
lyn, twins, Elender married Cicero Howell and Carolyn mar- 
ried Doc Haynes. 

Thomas M. Ferguson, son of William Ferguson, married, 
March 11, 1875, Barbara West. Nine children were born 
as follows: Keturah married Lawson Kirkpatrick, and two 
children were born, Beulah and Conaree, both teachers in 
the public schools; Precious married W. J. Campbell, and 
four children were born, Ralston, Leon, Paul, and Louise: 
W. Forest married Ada Kirkpatrick, and two children were 
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born, Lowery and Wilena; Taft married Mary Williams and 
seven children were born, Kate, Harry Lee, Gladys, Taft, 
Jr., Ada Ann, Mildred, and Joseph; Nathan married Mattie 
Graham, and they have iwo children, Graham and Joel; 
Mabel married George Few, and four children were born, 
Geraldine, Harold, Edith, and Dorothy; Neva married Car- 
ter Russell, and two children have been born, Kathaleen and 
Neal; Millard married Daisy Noland; Ruth, and Ebed, who 
lives in Marion, North Carolina. 

Nathan J. Ferguson, son of William and Ruth Gibson 
Ferguson, married Catherine Worley, and the birth of one 
child is recorded, Lura; Andrew M. Ferguson, another son 
of William and Ruth (Gibson) Ferguson, married Mary 
Davis and two children were born, George Robert and Ruth 
Ann, who married Wade Noland; John Love Ferguson, also 
a son of William Ferguson and Ruth Gibson Ferguson, 
moved to Whittier and made his home there. 

Andrew Jackson Ferguson, son of Andrew Ferguson and 
Rachel Jones Ferguson, was born September 16, 1827. He 
married Emiline Rogers, daughter of Cyrus Rogers and 
Margaret McCracken Rogers. They lived on Rush Fork 
creek in Crabtree township. Their children are as follows: 
Rachel, Lee, Melvin, and Andrew. 

Rachel Ferguson, a daughter of Andrew Jackson Fergu- 
son and Emiline Rogers Ferguson, was born October 20, 
1849. On April 12, 1868, she married Dallas Clark, who 
was born October 12, 1845. They made their home in 
White Oak township. Their family consisted of fourteen 
children. Fannie died in infancy, Zack died without heirs; 
Grover C., who married Bonnie Morrow; Dee, who mar- 
ried Nettie Ray; Ellen, who married Dave McCracken and 
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moved to Montana; Anna, who married Frank Davis of Can- 
ton; Flora, who married U. H. Ferguson; Sallie, who mar- 
ried T. B. Allen of Toledo, Washington; Texie died at 
eighteen; Dovie, who married twice, first to John Wright, 
and second, R. W. Teague; Iola, who died at sixteen; Bertha, 
who died in infancy; Iva, who is unmarried and lives at Lake 
Junaluska; and Glee, who married Sam Queen. 

Lee Ferguson, a son of Andrew Jackson Ferguson, mar- 
ried Nannie Redmond. They lived first in Fines Creek 
township, but later moved to Jonathan Creek and located 
on one of the Howell places. Their children are as follows: 
Grover, who married Annie Davis; Shook, who married a 
daughter of Dave Penland; Pritchard, who lives in Atlanta; 
Georgia, who married Farady Green; Mollie, who became 
the wife of W. C. McCracken; Marie, who married Fred 
Allison; Manila, who became Mrs. Carl Green; and Beulah, 
who married Julius Boyd. 

Melvin, another son of Andrew Jackson Ferguson, mar- 
ried Cenie Fisher, and three children were born to them, as 
follows: John J. Ferguson, who married Lena Boyd; Gray- 
den C. Ferguson, who married Ova Patterson; and Lillie, 
who married George Jones, of Canton. 

Andrew Ferguson, a third son of Andrew Jackson Fer- 
guson, married a Miss Redmond, and their children are as 
follows: Robert, William, Annie, and Lizzie. 

Ebed Riley Ferguson, a son of Andrew Ferguson and 
Rachel Jones Ferguson, was born December 19, 1824. He 
went to California during the gold rush of 1849, but later 
returned to Haywood county. On the outbreak of the Civil 
War, he volunteered and served throughout the period of 
struggle. In 1865, he married Lizzie Fincher. Three child- 
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ren were born, as follows: Joe Dunn Ferguson, who mar- 
ried Flora Medford; Mary, who married C. M. Ross; and 
Frank D. Ferguson, who married Elizabeth Boyd. 

Robert Marion Ferguson, son of Andrew Ferguson and 
Rachel Jones Ferguson, married Louisa Murray, and five 
children were born to them as follows: W. R. Ferguson, who 
married Clarisy Davis, was a practicing physician for more 
than fifty years in his neighborhood at Riverside, Crabtree 
township, Haywood county; Charity married Joseph Cham- 
bers; James married Mary Kirkpatrick; Nathan married 
Effie Davis; and John Landon made his home in the great 
west. 

Thomas Josiah Ferguson, son of Andrew Ferguson 
and Rachel Jones Ferguson, married Sarah McCracken, 
daughter of David V. McCracken, and five children were 
born as follows: David Philetus, who married Fannie No- 
land; Sarah, who married A. B. Wells; Champ Seymour, 
who married Missouri King; Rachel Eleanor, who married . 
first Jesse Noland, and second Horace McCracken; and 
Dora Lee, who married Thomas Rogers. 

Zachary Taylor Ferguson, son of Andrew and Rachel 
Jones Ferguson, married Sarah Rogers and made their 
home in Fines Creek township. 

Children of Dr. W. R. Ferguson and Clarisy Davis Fer- 
guson are Ivy, who married M. M. Noland; J. C. Ferguson, 
who married Maude Baldwin; Z. V. Ferguson, who married 
Bettie Redmond; Jarvis, who died while a young man; Hor- 
ace, who married Lela Noland; and T. W. Ferguson, who 
married Dollie Noland. 

_ Winfield Ferguson, son of Thomas Ferguson and Mary 
(Polly) Jones Ferguson, married Jane McCracken, and six 
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children were born: Robert, who married Ina Bolding, of 
Georgia, lives on upper Crabtree; Ebed, who married Mary 
Gray, of Macon County, made his home near Franklin, 
Macon County, North Carolina; John, who married Myrtle 
Gray, of Macon County, also settled in Macon; Eliabeth, 
who married John Hickish, lives in New Jersey; Lillie, who 
married Hilliard Ross, lives in Crabtree township; and 
‘Thomas, who married Maggie Stevenson, made his home 
in Crabtree township. 

Children of John A. Ferguson and Sarah Ann Owen 
Ferguson are as follows: J. Earl, who married Aletha Alli- 
son; Murray, who married Fannie Jaynes; Boone, who mar- 
ried Pearl Turner; Cora, who became Mrs. Horace Moody; 
and Minnie, who was married twice, first to James Jackson, 
and second to Stephen Woody. 

Eulus Ferguson married Flora Clark. They have seven 
children, as follows: Paul, Rogers, Edna, Rankin, Iowa Lee, 
Annie Roe, and Mary Glee. Four of the number are teachers 
in the public schools of the county. 


MY GREAT GRANDPARENTS 


My grandfather, Andrew Ferguson, was the son of Robin 
(Robert) Ferguson and Frances Love Ferguson. These were 
my great grandparents. 

Robin (Robert) Ferguson was born near Kings Mountain 
South Carolina. My great grandmother, Frances Love Fer- 
guson, came from her native Ireland at the age of twelve. 
After their marriage, they moved to Haywood County, 
North Carolina and spent the remainder of their lives there. 
Robert (Robin) Ferguson was born in 1764 and died 


February 18, 1826. Frances Love Ferguson was born in 
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1768 and died October 16, 1858. 

To this union were born five sons and two daughters, as 
follows: Robin, Jr., Andrew, Thomas, William, Samuel, 
Polly, and Nellie. 

Polly married Solomon Rhea. 

Nellie married Steven White. 

Robin (Robert), Jr. married and reared two sons, John 

and Thomas. 

Andrew married Rachel Jones and reared a family of 
fifteen of which James Wiley Ferguson was number 
thirteen. 

Thomas married Mary (Polly) Jones. They lived at the 
old home place in Crab:ree Township. To this union 
three children were born: Ebed, Andrew and Allen, 
all three of whom died in the Confederate Army. 


Samuel Ferguson, the youngest son of Robin Ferguson 
and Frances Love Ferguson, married Tilda Lovingood. 
To this union eight children were born as follows: 
Fannie, Voilet, Mary Ann, John A., George F., Eli, 
Elender and Carolyn (twins). 

William, son of Robin Ferguson and Frances Love Fer- 
guson, married Ruth Gibson and they had twelve child- 
ren. William Burder, a son, became a prominent 
attorney. He was a confederate soldier. 

On August 26, 1866 William Burder Ferguson, married 
Laura Reeves. Seven children were born to this couple, as 
follows: Herber R., born December 14, 1870, died un- 
married; Homer L., who was prominent in many ways, such 
as President of the United States Chamber of Commerce, 
Director in a number of businesses and served as President 


of the Newport News Shipbuilding Company, Virginia; 
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Hartley B., who was a brigadier-general in the United States 
Army, attended West Point Military Academy, was an in- 
structor in the United States Military Academy at West 
Point, etc.; William B. was a graduate of the United States 
Naval Academy. 

Judge Garland Sevier Ferguson was born in Haywood 
County, North Carolina May 6, 1843. He was the son of 
William Ferguson and Ruth Gibson Ferguson. His grand- 
father.and grandmother were Robin (Roberc) Ferguson and 
Frances Love Ferguson. On November 22, 1866 Judge 
Garland Sevier Ferguson married Sarah F. Norwood, a 
sister to Judge W. L. Norwood, Waynesville, North Caro- 
lina. Their children were as follows: Nathan, Sarah, Frances 
James W., Joseph B., Garland S. Jr., John N. and Lillian. 
For thirty years Judge Garland Sevier Ferguson was a 
prominent figure in public life. He was a fine lawyer, legis- 
lator, judge and public speaker. He was wounded several 
times during the Civil War. He was a confederate soldier. 
His wife, Sarah F., died June 14, 1912, and he passed away 
in 1924. | 

James William Ferguson, son of Judge Ferguson, was a 
prominen: lawyer, legislator and prominent in civic affairs. 
He married Lillian Cooper and to this union three children 
were born, as follows: James W. Ferguson, Jr., managing 
director of B. F. Goodrich Rubber Company in Brazil; 
Edwin Cooper, First Lieutenant in U. S. Marine Corps; 
Isabelle; teacher at Salem College, Salem, North Carolina. 

John N. Ferguson, youngest son of Judge Garland S. 
Ferguson, graduated from the United States Naval 
Academy at Annapolis. 


Garland Sevier Ferguson, Jr., son of Judge Sevier Fer- 
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guson and Sarah Norwood Ferguson was born May 30, 
1878. He studied at the United States Naval Academy at 
Annapolis. He resigned and entered the law school of the 
University of North Carolina. After graduation he practiced 
law. President Calvin Coolidge appointed him to member- 
ship of the Federal Trade Commission. Two years later he 
was Chairman of that body. The last time I visited with him 
was in his office in Washington, D. C. He married Margaret 
S. Merrimon. Their children were as follows: Margaret, 


Sarah and Garland S., III. 


MY GREAT GREAT GRANDPARENTS 


William Ferguson, the son of Andrew Ferguson and 
Mary Fitzpatrick Ferguson, left the Old World for the New. 
He settled in South Carolina. The Clan Fergus was numer- 
ous in Scotland and in the North of Ireland. He married 
Eleanor White. To them was born a son, Robin or Robert. 
He was my great grandfather. This makes William Ferguson 
and Eleanor White Ferguson my great great grandparents. 


MY GREAT GREAT GREAT GRANDPARENTS 


Andrew Ferguson, son of John Ferguson and Margaret 
Douglas Ferguson, had gone to Ireland to claim an ancient 
estate of the Fergusons. Here he met and married Mary 
Fitzpatrick (beautiful Irish girl) and started the Scotch- 
Irish branch of the Ferguson family. Then Andrew Ferg- 
uson and Mary Fitzpatrick Ferguson would be my great, 
great, great grandparents. 


87 











~MY GREAT GREAT GREAT GREAT 
GRANDPARENTS 


John Ferguson, son of James Ferguson and Annie Laurie 
Ferguson, married Margaret Douglas, the daughter of a 
Scottish Noble. It follows my great great great great grand- 
parents were John Ferguson and Margaret Douglas Fer- 
guson. 

Then the family tree comes to a close as far as the record 
goes with James Ferguson, a leader of the Clan Fergus. He 
was the highland Chieftain. He met and took a Scottish Lass 
by the name of Annie Laurie. She was known as the fas- 
cinating Queen of Hearts in the days of the Clan. The time 
of the marriage of James and Annie was 1709. 


P. S.—The information pertaining to the Ferguson 
Family tree is found on Pages 281 to 303 in 
the book entitled ‘The Annals of Haywood 
County, N. C.” by W. C. Allen. Homer L. Fez- 
guson was the sponsor for the Ferguson Family 
Tree. Book was printed in 1925. 


MY MOTHER’S ANCESTRAL LINE 
On my Mother’s (Mary Elizabeth Jones Ferguson) side 


we have only limited information by word of mouth—no 
record of any kind. 

However, we know that my grandparents were Bert Jones 
and Cynthia Curry Jones. Both were born and spent their 
lives at Marshall, North Carolina. Grandfather was a black- 
smith. 

To this union was born one son and six daughters: Mary 
Elizabeth, Roxanna, Louvena, Moxena--two names missing. 
The son’s nickname was “Whip.” Whip’s daughter, 
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Cynthia, visited my parents’ home, Searcy County, Ar- 
kansas in 1912. Louvena married a Downs. They lived at 
Franklin, North Carolina. Her son, Jim, was a native of 
North Carolina. He was a farmer and owned a nice farm. 

My grandmother Jones died before the children were 
grown. Then their grandmother Curry cared for and reared 
them. 


FINAL WORD 


In summary, we are reminded chat “Mighty Oaks from 
Little Acorns Grow.” Certainly the mighty family trees of 
James W. and Mary Elizabeth Ferguson has grown to con- 
siderable proportions. At the present writing, if we have 
made no mistakes in the count, there are: 

8 Children 
52 Grandchildren 
113 Great grandchildren 
105 Great great grandchildren 
257 are alive 

This couple left North Carolina with a strong desire to 
find a promising place to raise a proper family, and we can- 
not but see the influence and guidance of a divine hand 
rewarding them for their high ideals and faithfulness. 





Additional Births and Deaths:- tea 








